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Independent Auditors’ Report 
 
Board of Trustees 
High Plains Library District 
Greeley, Colorado 
 
Opinions 
  
      We have audited the accompanying balance sheet/statement of net position, and the statement of 
revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balance/statement of activities of the governmental activities 
and the major fund of the High Plains Library District (the District) as of and for the year ended December 
31, 2023, and the related notes to the financial statements.   
 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the governmental activities and the major fund of High Plains Library District as of 
December 31, 2023, and the changes in its financial position and the budgetary comparison for the year 
then ended, in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 
  
Basis for Opinions 
 

We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America (GAAS). Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the 
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report. We are required 
to be independent of the District  and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the 
relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion. 
  
Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 
 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and for the 
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error. 

 
In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are 

conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the District’s ability 
to continue as a going concern within one year after the date that the financial statements are issued or 
available to be issued. 
 



Board of Trustees 
High Plains Library District 
Page 2 
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a 
whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report 
that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute 
assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS will always 
detect a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting 
from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional 
omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material 
if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment 
made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements. 
  
In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS, we: 
  

 Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. 
 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to 

fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such 
procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures 
in the financial statements. 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the District’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is 
expressed. 

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the 
financial statements. 

 Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, 
that raise substantial doubt about the District’s ability to continue as a going concern for a 
reasonable period of time. 

 

     We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other 
matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control–
related matters that we identified during the audit. 
  
Other Matters 
 

 Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States require that management 
discussion and analysis be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such information is 
the responsibility of management and, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by 
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial 
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical 
context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States, which consisted of inquiries 
of management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for 
consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other 
knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion 
or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with 
evidence sufficient to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 
 

 Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the basic financial statements 
taken as a whole. The introductory section and statistical section have not been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, accordingly, we express no opinion 
on them.  
 

 
 
June 10, 2024
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MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 

This section of the report provides readers with a narrative overview and analysis of the financial 
activities of the High Plains Library District for the year ended December 31, 2023.  We 
encourage readers to consider the information presented here in conjunction with the letter of 
transmittal and basic financial statements to enhance their understanding of the District's 
financial performance. 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

• High Plains Library District's assets exceeded liabilities and deferred inflows by $156.1 million 
at the end of 2023.  Of this amount, approximately $80.3 million may be used to meet the 
District’s ongoing obligations to patrons and creditors.  The remaining $75.8 million are capital 
assets or are restricted by law. 

• The District's General Fund balance was $81,916,095 as of December 31, 2023.  Of this 
amount, $1,561,450 is reserved for emergencies.  

• The 2023 General Fund balance is $ 17,303,804 more than the previous year.  The total fund 
balance is 197% of 2023 General Fund expenditures.  

OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

This discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to the District's basic 
financial statements.  The basic financial statements contain three components: 1) government-
wide financial statements, 2) fund financial statements, and 3) notes to the financial statements.  
In addition to the basic statements, this report also contains other supplementary information 
including budgetary comparison statements for certain funds, and a statistical section. 

Government-wide Financial Statements:  The government-wide financial statements are 
designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the District's finances in a manner similar 
to a private sector business. 

The statement of net position presents information on all of the District's assets, liabilities, and 
deferred resources, with the difference reported as net position.  Over time, increases or 
decreases in net position may serve as a useful indicator of whether the District's financial 
position is improving or deteriorating. 

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government’s net position 
changed during the year.  All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying event 
giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows.  Thus, revenues 
and expenses are reported in the statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in 
future fiscal periods (e.g., uncollected taxes). 

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 18-22 of this report.   

Fund financial statements:  A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain 
control over resources that have been segregated for specific activities or objectives.  High Plains 
Library District, like other state and local governments, uses fund accounting to ensure and 
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements.  All of the funds of the High 
Plains Library District can be categorized as governmental funds. 
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Governmental funds:  Governmental funds are used to account for essentially the same 
functions reported as governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements.  
However, unlike the government-wide financial statements, governmental fund financial 
statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of spendable resources, as well as on 
balances of spendable resources available at the end of the fiscal year.  Such information may be 
useful in evaluating a government’s near-term financing requirements. 

Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial 
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar 
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements.  
By doing so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government’s near-term 
financing decisions.  Both the governmental funds balance sheet and the governmental funds 
statement of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to 
facilitate this comparison between governmental funds and governmental activities. 

The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 18 through 22 of this 
report.  

Budgetary comparisons:  High Plains Library District adopts an annual appropriated budget for 
its funds.  A budgetary comparison statement has been provided for the General Fund on pages 
21 to 22 of this report.   

Notes to the financial statements:  The notes provide additional information that is essential to 
a full understanding of the data provided in the government-wide and fund financial statements.  
The notes to the financial statements can be found on pages 23 through 34 of this report. 

GOVERNMENT-WIDE FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

Net position:  As noted earlier, net position may serve over time as a useful indicator of a 
government’s financial position.  As of December 31, 2023, net position was $156.1 million. 

The following table provides a summary of the District's net position at December 31: 

Table 1 - Net position (in Millions) 
  2023 2022 

Assets   
Current and other assets $151.7 $120.6 
Capital assets  74.9 68.5 
Total assets  226.6 189.1 
Liabilities   
Current and other 
liabilities 

1.7 4.1 

Long-term liabilities .8 .7 
Total liabilities 2.5 4.8 
Deferred Inflows   
Deferred Property Taxes     68.0  51.9 
Net Position   
Investment in capital 
assets 74.2 65.9 
Restricted 1.6 1.0 
Unrestricted 80.3 65.5 
Total net position $156.1 $132.4 
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A significant portion of High Plains Library District's net position (49%) represents unrestricted 
net position of $80,227,810 which may be used to meet the Library District's ongoing obligations 
to citizens and creditors. 

Another significant portion of the Library District's net position (50%) reflects its investment in 
capital assets.  These assets include land, buildings, furniture, and equipment.  These capital 
assets are used to provide services to citizens; consequently, they are not available for future 
spending.  Although the investment in capital assets is reported net of related debt if any, it 
should be noted that the resources needed to repay this debt must be provided from other sources 
since the capital assets themselves cannot be used to liquidate these liabilities.   

An additional $1,561,450 of the District's net position (1%) represents resources that are subject 
to external restrictions on how they may be used.  Included in this category are the reserves for 
TABOR emergency requirements. 

The following table indicates the changes in net position: 

 

 
Governmental activities 
 
Governmental activities increased High Plains Library District’s net position by $23,689,369 in 
2023. Investment earnings increased $3,019,162 from 2022 to 2023 because of higher returns. 
 
Total expenses increased by 28% over the previous year due to an increase in library services 
including the opening of LINC. 

Governmental Activities 2023 2022 

Revenues:   
General revenues:   
 Property and specific ownership taxes $54,311,518 $36,323,302 
 Investment earnings 4,164,410 1,145,248 
Program revenues:   

Charges for services 244,229 121,123 
Operating grants and contributions 246,337 457,525 

Total revenues 58,966,494 38,047,198 

Expenses:   
Library services 27,840,477 21,692,677 
Operations and maintenance 4,977,740 4,418,126 
Depreciation 2,458,908 1,449,842 

Total expenses 35,277,125 27,560,645 

Increase in net position 23,689,369 10,486,553 

Beginning net position 132,400,114 121,913,561 

Ending net position        $156,089,483  $132,400,114 
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FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE LIBRARY DISTRICT'S FUNDS 

As noted earlier, High Plains Library District uses fund accounting to ensure and demonstrate 
compliance with finance-related legal requirements. 

Governmental Funds Overview:  The focus of Library District governmental funds is to provide 
information on near-term inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources.  Such 
information is useful in assessing the Library District's financing requirements.  In particular, 
unrestricted fund balance may serve as a useful measure of a government’s net resources 
available for spending at the end of the year. 

As of the end of 2023, the combined ending fund balance of High Plains Library District 
governmental fund was $81.9 million.  Approximately 99% of this consists of unrestricted fund 
balance, which is available as working capital and for current spending in accordance with the 
purposes of the specific funds.  The remainder of fund balance is restricted to indicate that it is 
not available for new spending because it is committed for the following purposes: 1) state-
constitution mandated emergency reserve of $1,561,450. 

The District has one major governmental fund: 

1. General Fund.  This is the primary operating fund of the High Plains Library District.  It 
accounts for all of the District's library services.  The general fund balance was $81.9 
million as of December 31, 2023.  The 2023 fund balance is $17.3 million more than the 
previous year.  As a measure of the General Fund liquidity, it may be useful to compare 
both unrestricted fund balance and total fund balance to total fund expenditures and 
transfers out.  Unrestricted fund balance represents 192% of total 2023 expenditures 
while total fund balance is 197% of the same amount.  The fund balance increased in 
2023 due to less capital outlay and increased property tax revenue. 

GENERAL FUND BUDGETARY HIGHLIGHTS 

The District's budget is prepared according to Colorado statutes.  The most significant budgeted 
fund is the General Fund. 

In December of 2022, the Board of Trustees appropriated $51.6 million for 2023 general fund 
expenditures, anticipating an increase in the fund balance. 
 

Table  
2023 General Fund Budget 

(in Millions) 
  Budget Actual 
Beginning Fund Balance $  64.6 $  64.6 
Revenue 53.3 59.0 
Expenditures  51.6 41.7 

 Ending Fund Balance 
   

$66.3 $   81.9 
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CAPITAL ASSET AND DEBT ADMINISTRATION 

Capital Assets:  High Plains Library District's investment in capital assets for its governmental 
activities as of December 31, 2023 totals $74.2  million (net of accumulated depreciation and 
accounts payable related to capital projects).  This investment includes all land, buildings, 
opening day collections, furniture, and equipment. 

Additional information on the District's capital assets can be found in Note 4 of this report. 

Long-term debt:  At December 31, 2023, High Plains Library District had $0 in outstanding 
debt as it was paid off during 2019.  

OTHER MATTERS 

The following factors are expected to have a significant effect on the High Plains Library 
District's financial position or results of operations and were taken into account in developing the 
2024 budget: 

 Continued growth in Weld County causes increased demands in all service areas of the 
library system.   

 Oil and gas property tax revenues continue to be very volatile. Property tax revenue is 
expected to increase by 31% in 2024 compared to 2023.  Budgeted expenditures for 2024 
include funding to meet the demands placed by our patrons for library materials as well 
as programing for all ages and just over $17.9 million for capital improvements. 

REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 

This financial report is designed to provide a general overview of High Plains Library District's 
finances for all those with an interest in the District’s finances.  Questions concerning any of the 
information provided or for additional financial information should be addressed to the Finance 
Manager, 2650 West 29th Street, Greeley, CO 80631. 

 



HIGH PLAINS LIBRARY DISTRICT

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS BALANCE SHEET/
STATEMENT OF NET POSITION

General Adjustments Statement of
December 31, 2023 Fund (Note 11) Net Position

ASSETS

Cash and Investments 82,984,134$   -$                    82,984,134$      
Receivables:

Property taxes 68,022,698     -                     68,022,698        
Other assets 671,432          -                     671,432             
Capital Assets:

Depreciable -                     67,252,055     67,252,055        
Nondepreciable -                     7,662,636       7,662,636          

Total Assets 151,678,264   74,914,691     226,592,955      

LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable 1,408,637       -                     1,408,637          
Accrued Costs 330,834          -                     330,834             
Long-Term Liabilities:

Due within one year -                     521,838          521,838             
Due after one year -                     219,465          219,465             

Total Liabilities 1,739,471       741,303          2,480,774          

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES

Deferred Property Taxes 68,022,698     -                     68,022,698        

FUND BALANCES/NET POSITION

Fund Balances:
Restricted for:

Emergencies 1,561,450       (1,561,450)      -                        
Unassigned 80,354,645     (80,354,645)    -                        

Total Fund Balances 81,916,095     (81,916,095)    -                        

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances 151,678,264$ 

Net Position:
Investment in capital assets 74,250,223     74,250,223        
Restricted for emergencies 1,561,450       1,561,450          
Unrestricted 80,277,810     80,277,810        

Total Net Position 156,089,483$ 156,089,483$    

See Accompanying Notes to Financial Statements.
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HIGH PLAINS LIBRARY DISTRICT

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS REVENUE,
EXPENDITURES AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCES/
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

General Adjustments Statement of
Year Ended December 31, 2023 Fund (Note 12) Activities

Revenue:
General property taxes 52,048,336$     -$                    52,048,336$   
Specific ownership taxes 2,263,182         -                      2,263,182       
Penalties and interest

on delinquent taxes 168,467            -                      168,467          
Library fines 36,526              -                      36,526            
Earnings on investments 4,164,410         -                      4,164,410       
Grant 246,337            -                      246,337          
Miscellaneous 39,236              -                      39,236            

Total Revenue 58,966,494       -                      58,966,494     

Expenditures/Expenses:
Current:

Salaries, wages, and benefits 13,635,619       65,499            13,701,118     
Supplies 535,559            -                      535,559          
Small equipment 38,726              -                      38,726            
Software 405,349            -                      405,349          
Postage 31,252              -                      31,252            
Printing 13,331              -                      13,331            
Book collections 557,121            -                      557,121          
Periodicals 45,620              -                      45,620            
Public relations 70,007              -                      70,007            
Electronic resources 582,208            -                      582,208          
CD and online databases 49,738              -                      49,738            
Telephone 160,903            -                      160,903          
Contract services 1,712,205         -                      1,712,205       
Buildings and grounds 450,549            -                      450,549          
Travel and meetings 114,261            -                      114,261          
County Treasurer's fees 774,422            -                      774,422          
Maintenance of equipment 1,274,124         -                      1,274,124       
Memberships 37,465              -                      37,465            
Miscellaneous 2,075                -                      2,075              
Insurance 175,972            -                      175,972          
Utilities 572,978            -                      572,978          
Grants-in-aid: property taxes 

to member libraries (Note 3) 11,513,234       -                      11,513,234     
Depreciation 2,458,908       2,458,908       

Total Current 32,752,718       2,524,407       35,277,125     

Continued on next page.
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HIGH PLAINS LIBRARY DISTRICT

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS REVENUE,
EXPENDITURES AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCES/
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES -
Continued

General Adjustments Statement of
Year Ended December 31, 2023 Fund (Note 12) Activities

Expenditures/Expenses - Continued:
Capital Outlay 8,909,972$       (8,909,972)$    -$                    

Total Expenditures/Expenses 41,662,690       (6,385,565)      35,277,125     

Revenue Over (Under) Expenditures 17,303,804       6,385,565       23,689,369     

Other Financing Sources (Uses):
Transfers - internal activities -                        -                      -                      

Net Change in Fund Balances/Net Position 17,303,804       6,385,565       23,689,369     

Fund Balances/Net Position, Beginning of Year 64,612,291       67,787,823     132,400,114   

Fund Balances/Net Position, End of Year 81,916,095$     74,173,388$   156,089,483$ 

See Accompanying Notes to Financial Statements.
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HIGH PLAINS LIBRARY DISTRICT

BUDGETARY COMPARISON STATEMENT - GENERAL FUND

Original and Final
Year Ended December 31, 2023 Actual Budget Variance

Revenue:
General property taxes 52,048,336$       51,878,812$       169,524$          
Specific ownership taxes 2,263,182           1,200,000           1,063,182         
Penalties and interest on delinquent taxes 168,467              -                         168,467            
Grants 246,337              84,351                161,986            
Library fines 36,526                25,000                11,526              
Earnings on investments 4,164,410           80,000                4,084,410         
Miscellaneous 39,236                8,000                  31,236              

Total Revenue 58,966,494         53,276,163         5,690,331         

Expenditures:
Current:

Salaries, wages, and benefits 13,635,619         15,890,067         2,254,448         
Supplies 535,559              538,839              3,280                
Small equipment 38,726                52,275                13,549              
Software 405,349              409,784              4,435                
Postage 31,252                36,542                5,290                
Printing 13,331                24,000                10,669              
Book collection 557,121              547,000              (10,121)             
Periodicals 45,620                55,300                9,680                
Public relations 70,007                61,255                (8,752)               
Electronic resources 582,208              775,000              192,792            
CD and Online databases 49,738                54,700                4,962                
Telephone 160,903              321,704              160,801            
Contract services 1,712,205           1,508,990           (203,215)           
Buildings and grounds 450,549              465,000              14,451              
Travel, training, and meetings 114,261              155,108              40,847              
County Treasurer's fees 774,422              825,000              50,578              
Maintenance of equipment 1,274,124           969,654              (304,470)           
Memberships 37,465                27,489                (9,976)               
Miscellaneous 2,075                  7,630                  5,555                
Insurance 175,972              190,000              14,028              
Utilities 572,978              679,436              106,458            
Grants-in-aid: property taxes

to member libraries (Note 3) 11,513,234         11,551,448         38,214              

Total Current 32,752,718         35,146,221         2,393,503         

Capital Outlay 8,909,972           16,453,312         7,543,340         

Total Expenditures 41,662,690         51,599,533         9,936,843         

Continued on next page.
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HIGH PLAINS LIBRARY DISTRICT

BUDGETARY COMPARISON STATEMENT - GENERAL FUND -
Continued

Original
Year Ended December 31, 2023 Actual Budget Variance

Revenue Over Expenditures 17,303,804$       1,676,630$         15,627,174$     

Other Financing Sources (Uses):
Transfer to Debt Service Fund -                         -                         -                    

Excess of Revenue Over Expenditures and 
Other Financing Sources (Uses) 17,303,804         1,676,630           15,627,174       

Fund Balance - Beginning 64,612,291         64,612,291         -                       

Fund Balance - Ending 81,916,095$       66,288,921$       15,627,174$     

See Accompanying Notes to Financial Statements.
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NOTE 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies: 
 

The accounting and reporting policies of the High Plains Library District (the District) 
conform to accounting principles generally accepted in the United States.  The following 
summary of significant accounting policies is presented to assist the reader in evaluating 
the District’s financial statements. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Reporting Entity: 

The Weld Library District was established on September 11, 1985, under the provisions 
of Article 90 of Title 24 of the Colorado Revised Statutes.  The Weld County 
Commissioners together with the city councils of Evans, Fort Lupton, and Greeley, and 
the town boards of Ault, Eaton, and Hudson, Colorado, and the governing board of 
Weld School District RE-8 acted to establish the Weld Library District.  On April 21, 
2008, the District’s Board of Trustees approved a name change to the High Plains 
Library District.  The Library District Board was originally appointed by the Weld 
County Commissioners with concurrence of the city councils and has total autonomy 
under the State Library Act to incur debt, establish budgets, and levy property taxes to 
support the District’s library system. 

 
In addition, the Weld Library Finance Corporation was formed in 2001 for the purpose 
of purchasing, leasing, or otherwise acquiring certain real property and to construct or 
install certain improvements in the service area of the District.  The Weld Library 
Finance Corporation is blended with the financial statements of the District. 

 
The financial statements of the District have been prepared in conformity with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States as applied to 
governmental entities.  The following summary of significant accounting policies is 
presented to assist the reader in evaluating the District’s financial statements. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Government-wide and Fund Financial Statements:  

The District reports as a special purpose government engaged in a single governmental 
program.  The government-wide financial statements (i.e., the statement of net position 
and the statement of activities) report information on all of the activities of the primary 
government.  For the most part, the effect of interfund activity has been removed from 
these statements.  Government activities are supported by taxes and intergovernmental 
revenues. 

 
Separate financial statements are provided for the governmental funds.  Major 
individual governmental funds are reported as separate columns in the fund financial 
statements. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
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NOTE 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies - Continued: 
 
 Measurement Focus, Basis of Accounting, and Financial Statement Presentation: 

The government-wide financial statements are reported using the economic resources 
measurement focus and the accrual basis of accounting.  Revenues are recorded when 
earned and expenses are recorded when a liability is incurred, regardless of the timing 
of related cash flows.  Property taxes are recognized as revenues in the year for which 
they are levied.  Grants and similar items are recognized as revenue as soon as all 
eligibility requirements imposed by the provider have been met. 
 
Governmental fund financial statements are reported using the current financial 
resources measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting.  Revenues 
are recognized as soon as they are both measurable and available.  Revenues are 
considered to be available when they are collectible within a current period or soon 
enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period.  For this purpose, the 
government considers revenues to be available if they are collected within 60 days of 
the end of the current fiscal period.  Expenditures generally are recorded when a 
liability is incurred, as under accrual accounting.  However, debt service expenditures, 
as well as expenditures related to compensated absences and claims and judgments, are 
recorded only when payment is due. 
 
Property taxes and interest associated with the current year are all considered to be 
susceptible to accrual and so have been recognized as revenues of the current fiscal 
period.  All other revenue items are considered to be measurable and available only 
when cash is received by the District. 
 
The District reports the following major governmental fund: 
 

The general fund is the District’s primary operating fund.  It accounts for all financial 
resources of the District, except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Fund Equity: 

In the fund financial statements, governmental funds report restrictions of fund balance 
for amounts that are not available for appropriation or are legally restricted by outside 
parties for use for a specific purpose. 
 
Restrictions for the District are recorded up to the maximum equity available in the 
fund balance and consist of: 
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NOTE 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies - Continued: 
 
 Fund Equity – Continued: 
 
   Restricted for Emergencies: 

These restrictions are established to comply with TABOR.  Recorded TABOR 
restrictions at December 31, 2023 are $1,561,450. 

 
Assigned fund balances, if any, are amounts the District intends to use for a specific 
purpose.  Intent can be expressed by the Board of Trustees or by the executive director, 
to whom the Board delegated the authority. Fund balance may be assigned after the end 
of the reporting period. Restricted funds are considered to be spent first, followed by 
committed, assigned and unassigned, for an expenditure for which any could be used. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Net Position: 

Net position represents the difference between assets and liabilities.  Net investment in 
capital assets consists of capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation, reduced by the 
outstanding balances of any borrowing used for the acquisition and construction of 
those assets.  Net position is reported as restricted when there are limitations imposed 
on their use either through the enabling legislation adopted by the District or through 
external restrictions imposed by creditors, grantors, laws, or regulations of other 
governments. 
 
The District first applies restricted resources when an expense is incurred for purposes 
for which both restricted and unrestricted net position is available. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Budget: 

An annual budget and appropriation ordinance is adopted by the Board in accordance 
with the Colorado State Budget Law.  The budget is prepared on a basis consistent with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States for all governmental 
funds.  The accounting system is employed as a budgetary management control device 
during the year to monitor the individual expenditures.  The legal level of control is at 
the fund level.  All annual appropriations lapse at year end. 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
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NOTE 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies - Continued: 
 
Capital Assets: 

All capital assets are valued at historical cost or estimated historical cost if actual 
historical cost is not available.  Donated capital assets are valued at their acquisition 
value on the date donated.  Acquisitions of capital assets are recorded as capital outlay 
expenditures within the governmental funds.  The District’s capitalization level is 
$5,000. 
 
Capital assets are depreciated as appropriate for the government-wide statement of 
activities.  Depreciation is provided on the straight-line basis over useful lives ranging 
from three years for computer equipment to fifty years for buildings. 
 
The library’s “opening day” collection of books and other materials is capitalized at 
estimated historical cost.  As individual items are replaced or updated as necessary, the 
collection is considered inexhaustible and is not depreciated.  Subsequent purchases of 
materials are not capitalized unless they significantly expand the opening day 
collection. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Property Taxes: 

Property taxes attach as an enforceable lien on property as of January 1.  Taxes are 
levied no later than December 15 and are payable in two installments on February 28 
and June 15 or in full on April 30.  The District records delinquent tax payments in the 
year received, as delinquent taxes are believed to be uncollectible.  The Weld County 
Treasurer and the Boulder County Treasurer bill and collect the property taxes for the 
District. 

 
The original January 1, 2023, levies for the general fund of the District are as follows: 

 
 Mill Levy Amount 

General Fund 3.181 $51,878,812  
 
Property tax revenue is reported net of approximately $1,281,025 of property tax 
abatements for the year ended December 31, 2023. Numerous tax increment financing 
districts have been established by municipalities in the District. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
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NOTE 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies - Continued: 
 
 Vacation and Sick Leave: 

Accrued sick leave for the District is accounted for in the government-wide statement 
of net position.  Sick leave is earned when vested and recorded as expenditure in the 
general fund when paid.  In the event of retirement or termination, an employee whose 
date of hire is prior to January 1, 1985, is paid for 50% of accumulated sick-leave hours 
up to the equivalent of one month. 

 
Accrued vacation for the District is accounted for in the government-wide statement of 
net position.  The maximum accumulation is two times the annual accrual.  Upon 
termination or retirement, employees are paid for their accrued vacation.  Accrued 
vacation is recorded as expenditure in the General Fund when paid. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Investments: 

Short-term investments are reported at fair value. 
  
 
NOTE 2 - Cash and Investments: 
 

The District’s bank accounts at year end were entirely covered by federal depository 
insurance or by collateral held by the District’s custodial bank under provisions of the 
Colorado Public Deposit Protection Act. 

 
The Colorado Public Deposit Protection act requires financial institutions to pledge 
collateral having a market value of at least 102% of the aggregate public deposits not 
insured by federal depository insurance.  Eligible collateral includes municipal bonds, 
U.S. government securities, mortgages and deeds of trust. 

 
State statutes authorize the District to invest in obligations of the U.S. Treasury and U.S. 
agencies, obligations of the state of Colorado or of any county, school district, and certain 
towns and cities therein, notes or bonds secured by insured mortgages or trust deeds, 
obligations of national mortgage associations, and certain repurchase agreements. 

 
The District’s investment policy is not more restrictive than State statutes.  The District’s 
investments are concentrated in money market funds and local government investment 
pools (97%) and U.S. Treasury sponsored agency bonds (3%). 
 
Colorado Revised Statutes limit investment maturities to five years or less from the date 
of purchase.  This limit on investment maturities is a means of limiting exposure to fair 
values arising from increasing interest rates. 
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NOTE 2 - Cash and Investments - Continued: 
 
At December 31, 2023, the Library District held General Fund investments of 
$54,843,645 in the Colorado Local Government Liquid Asset Trust (COLOTRUST 
PLUS+).  The investment pool is routinely monitored by the Colorado Division of 
Securities with regard to operations and investments.  Investments are valued at the net 
asset value (NAV) with each share valued at $1.00.  COLOTRUST PLUS+ is rated 
AAAm by S&P Global Ratings. The District’s interest is valued at NAV.  
 
COLOTRUST PLUS+ portfolios may invest in U.S. Treasury securities, certain approved 
obligations of agencies of the U.S. government, commercial paper rated in the highest 
rating category, corporate securities rated at least AA-/Aa3, certain money market funds 
registered as an investment company under the Federal Investment Company Act of 1940 
and written repurchase agreements collateralized by U.S. Treasury securities or certain 
approved obligations of U.S. government agencies. At December 31, 2023, 
COLOTRUST PLUS+ had a weighted average maturity of 48 days to reset and 27 days 
to final maturity. There are no unfunded commitments, the redemption frequency is daily 
and there is no redemption notice period.  
 
At December 31, 2023, the Library District held General Fund investments of 
$16,006,071 in the Colorado Local Government Liquid Asset Trust (COLOTRUST 
EDGE). COLOTRUST EDGE is a variable NAV fund managed to approximate a $10.00 
per share price; shares are traded at the NAV calculated on transaction trade date. 
COLOTRUST EDGE is rated AAAf/S1 by FitchRatings. 
 
COLOTRUST EDGE portfolios may invest in U.S. Treasury securities, certain approved 
obligations of agencies of the U.S. government, commercial paper rated in the highest 
rating category, corporate securities rated at least AA-/Aa3, certain money market funds 
registered as an investment company under the Federal Investment Company Act of 1940 
and written repurchase agreements collateralized by U.S. Treasury securities or certain 
approved obligations of U.S. government agencies. At December 31, 2023, 
COLOTRUST had a weighted average maturity of 176 days to reset and 203 days to final 
maturity. 
 
At December 31, 2023, the Library District held general fund investments of $10,951,653 
in the Colorado Statewide Investment Program (CSIP). The investment pool is routinely 
monitored by the Colorado Division of Securities with regard to operations and 
investments. Investments are valued at the net asset value (NAV) with each share valued 
at $1.00.  CSIP is rated AAAmmf by FitchRatings. The District’s interest is valued at 
NAV. 
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NOTE 2 - Cash and Investments - Continued: 
 
CSIP portfolios may invest in U.S. Treasury securities and repurchase agreements 
collateralized by U.S. Treasury securities. and certain obligations of U.S. government 
agencies, highest rated commercial paper and any security allowed under CRS 24-75-
601. At December 31, 2023 CSIP had a weighted average maturity of 53 days to final 
maturity. There are no unfunded commitments, the redemption frequency is daily and 
there is no redemption notice period. 
 
Investments held as of December 31, 2023 are as follows: 
 
 Cost Fair Value 

U.S. Government Treasury and Sponsored Agency 
Bonds, primarily FNMA, FFCB, and FHLB, maturing in 
2024, rated AA+ by Standard & Poor’s $ 991,816      $ 995,186 

   

Total                                                                                            $ 991,816      $ 995,186 
 

Fair value is the price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to transfer a liability 
in an orderly transaction between market participants at the measurement date. Fair value 
measurements must maximize the use of observable inputs and minimize the use of 
unobservable inputs. There is a hierarchy of three levels of inputs that may be used to 
measure fair value: 

Level 1 Quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or liabilities 

Level 2 Observable inputs other than Level 1 prices, such as quoted prices for 
similar assets or liabilities; quoted prices in markets that are not active; 
or other inputs that are observable or can be corroborated by observable 
market data for substantially the full term of the assets or liabilities 

Level 3 Unobservable inputs supported by little or no market activity and are 
significant to the fair value of the assets or liabilities 
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NOTE 2 - Cash and Investments - Continued: 
 

The following table presents the fair value measurements of assets and liabilities 
recognized in the accompanying statement of net position measured at fair value on a 
recurring basis and the level within the fair value hierarchy in which the fair value 
measurements fall at December 31: 

 Fair Value Measurements at Reporting Date Using 

Description 

Quoted Prices In 
Active Markets for 

Identical Assets 
(Level 1) 

Significant Other 
Observable 

Inputs 
(Level 2) 

Significant 
Unobservable 

Inputs 
(Level3) 

December 31, 2023    
U.S. Government Treasury and 
Sponsored Agency Bonds -- $ 995,186 -- 

    
  
 
NOTE 3 - Grants-In-Aid: 
 

Cash grants-in-aid paid to member libraries for library services are listed below: 
 

Year Ended December 31, 2023 Amount 

Town of:  
 Ault   $     1,034,088 
 Eaton 2,000,009 
 Fort Lupton 3,196,192 
 Hudson 3,261,444 
 Johnstown 811,069 
 Platteville 1,210,432 

    $  11,513,234 
 

Grants-in-aid are determined by the amount of property tax collected from incorporated 
areas in those libraries defined service areas and are for library services.  Additional 
grants-in-aid in the form of equipment donations are also occasionally made. 
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NOTE 4 – Capital Assets: 
 

 Capital asset activity for the year ended December 31, 2023 was as follows: 
 

 
Balance, 
1/1/23 Additions 

Deletions/ 
Transfers 

Balance, 
12/31/23 

Not Depreciated:     
 Land $   716,670            $ 18,099    $ 1,280,000   $ 2,014,769   

Opening day book 
collection 3,587,830 -- -- 3,587,830 

Construction in 
process 29,110,820 8,390,033 (35,440,816) 2,060,037 

Depreciated:     
 Buildings 41,014,619 -- 28,509,848 69,524,467 
 Building 
improvements 6,390,415 447,565 -- 6,837,980 
 Equipment and 
furniture 5,553,632 54,275     5,650,968    11,258,875 

  Total Cost 86,373,986 8,909,972 -- 
     

95,283,958 

Less Accumulated 
Depreciation:     
 Buildings 10,964,463 1,238,965 -- 12,203,428 
 Building improvements 2,781,917 425,461 -- 3,207,378 
 Equipment and 
furniture 4,163,979 794,482 -- 4,958,461 

  Total Accumulated 
     Depreciation 17,910,359 2,458,908 -- 20,369,267 

Capital Assets, net   $68,463,627 
   

$6,451,064           $        -- 
  

$74,914,691 
 

 Depreciation expense is substantially all related to library services. 
  
 

NOTE 5 - Long-Term Liabilities: 
 

 Changes in long-term liabilities during the year were as follows: 
 

 
Balance 
1/1/23 Additions Deletions 

Balance 
12/31/23 

Due Within 
One Year 

Compensated  
   Absences $  675,804 $558,380 $492,881 $  741,303 $  521,838   

 $  675,804   $558,380 $492,881 $  741,303       $  521,838  
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NOTE 6 - Consolidation Agreement with City of Greeley: 
 

On December 28, 1990, the District entered into an intergovernmental agreement with the 
City of Greeley to consolidate their operations.  The agreement provides for the transfer 
of the ownership and control of all of the Greeley Public Library to the District exclusive 
of the building previously housing the Greeley Public Library along with all associated 
appurtenances and fixtures.  

 
  

 
NOTE 7 – Commitments: 
 

Construction commitments on the three capital projects are approximately $1,756,991 at 
December 31, 2023. 

  
 

NOTE 8 - Risk Management: 
 

The District is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts, theft of, damage to, and 
destruction of assets, errors and omissions, and injuries to employees and natural 
disasters. 

 

The District purchases commercial insurance for risks of loss in excess of deductible 
amounts.  Insurance coverage has not been significantly reduced from prior years and 
settlements have not exceeded insurance coverage in the past three years. 

 
 

NOTE 9 - Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights: 
 

In November 1992, the voters of Colorado approved Amendment 1, commonly known as 
the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR), which added a new Section 20 to Article X of 
the Colorado Constitution.  TABOR contains tax, spending, revenue, and debt limitations 
which apply to the State of Colorado and all local governments. 

 

TABOR generally requires voter approval for any new tax, tax rate increase, mill levy 
increase, or issuance of new debt.  Spending not subject to TABOR includes that from 
enterprise activities, gifts, federal funds, reserve expenditures, damage awards or property 
sales. 
 

Included in the accompanying financial statements in the General Fund is an emergency 
reserve of $1,561,450 as required by TABOR.  In November 1999, voters approved a 
District mill levy increase of 1.8 mills and a resolution to exempt the increase from 
TABOR.  The mill levy shall be reduced by $1 million annually beginning in the 
collection year of 2020. 

 

TABOR is complex and subject to interpretation.  Ultimate implementation may depend 
upon litigation and legislative guidance. 
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NOTE 10 – Retirement Plan: 
 

The High Plains Library District pension plan is a single-employer, defined contribution 
retirement plan.  The plan provides retirement and death benefits to plan members and 
beneficiaries.  The Board of Trustees maintains the authority to establish and amend 
provisions of the plan.  Employees of the High Plains Library District who are hired to 
work at least 30 hours per week and are at least 18 years of age are eligible to participate 
in the plan.  Participants are always 100% vested in their participant contributions and 
become fully vested in the employer contributions after 5 years of service.  The plan is 
administered by John Hancock. 

 
The contribution requirements of plan members and the District are established and 
maintained by the Board of Trustees.  Plan members are required to contribute 6% of 
their annual covered payroll.  The District is required to contribute 6% of annual covered 
payroll.  During 2023, employees contributed $530,601 and the District contributed 
$526,706, net of $3,995 in forfeitures used, to the plan. The amount payable to the plan at 
December 31, 2023 was $0.  

  
 
NOTE 11 – Explanation of Adjustments Between Governmental Funds Balance Sheet and  
    the Statement of Net Position: 

 

Amounts reported in the statement of net position are different because (see Note 12 
also): 

 

December 31 2023 

Total fund balances of governmental funds $ 81,916,095 

Capital assets used in governmental activities are not financial 
resources and therefore are not reported in the funds 74,914,691 

Long-term liabilities are not due and payable in the current period and 
therefore are not reported in the funds (741,303) 

Total Net Position $ 156,089,483 
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NOTE 12 - Reconciliation of the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in 
    Fund Balances of Governmental Funds to the Statement of Activities: 

 
Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of activities are different 
because (see Note 11 also): 

 
Year Ended December 31 2023 

Net change in fund balances – total governmental funds                              $ 17,303,804 

 

Governmental funds report capital outlays as expenditures.  However, 
in the statement of activities, the cost of those assets is allocated over 
their estimated useful lives as a depreciation expense.  This is the 
amount by which capital outlay ($8,909,972) was more than 
depreciation ($2,458,908) in the current year. 6,451,064 

 

Compensated absence expense reported in the statement of activities 
does not require the use of current financial resources and is not 
reported as an expenditure in governmental funds (65,499) 

Change in Net Position of Governmental Activities  $  23,689,369 
 
  
 
NOTE 13 – Subsequent Event: 
 

The District  entered into a contract to sell  the building that  was the former Lincoln Park 
branch in May 2024 for $1 million. Closing on the property is scheduled for July 15, 
2024. 
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STATISTICAL SECTION 
(unaudited) 

 
This part of the High Plains Library District’s annual comprehensive financial report presents 
detailed information as a context for understanding what the information in the financial 
statements, note disclosures, and required supplementary information says about the district’s 
overall financial health. 
 
 
Contents          Pages        
 
Financial Trends 
 
 These schedules contain trend information to help the reader understand 
 how the district’s financial performance and well-being have changed  
 over time………………………………………………………….…………………….37-42   
 
Revenue Capacity 
 
 These schedules contain information to help the reader assess the  
 district’s most significant local revenue source, the property tax……………..43-45 
 
Debt Capacity 
 
 These schedules present information to help the reader assess the  

affordability of the district’s current levels of outstanding debt and the  
district’s ability to issue additional debt in the future……………..…………….46-48 

 
Demographic and Economic Information 
 
 These schedules offer demographic and economic indicators to help the  
 reader understand the environment within which the district’s financial 
 activities take place……………………………………………………………….   49-50 
 
Operating Information 
 
 These schedules contain service data to help the reader understand 
 how the information in the district’s financial report relates to the services  
 the district provides and the activities it performs…………………………… 51-53   
 
Sources: Unless otherwise noted, the information in these schedules is derived from the 
annual comprehensive financial reports for the relevant year. 
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