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Farr Regional Library 
at 20: More Than  
Just A Pile  
of Dirt 

Newsletter | september 2022

Charlene Parker, Farr Regional Library

In the beginning, it was just dirt, a lot of 
dirt and a lot of hope. The empty lot on 20th 
and 61st Avenue was High Plains Library 
District’s (then Weld Library District’s) “field 
of dreams.” A mill levy increase approved 
by Weld County citizens in 1999, provided 
the funding to build a new library in west 
Greeley, make improvements in existing 
libraries throughout Weld County, and 
increase Outreach services. The new library 
in west Greeley represented the first in a 
series of projects that would provide better 
library services throughout the county. But 
in the beginning, when the library district 
purchased the land, it was just an empty 
field largely populated by tumbleweeds and 
rabbits. 

There were a few bumps in the road, but 
by September 2002, the library was completed. The new 
library was christened the Farr Regional Library in honor 

of W.D. Farr a philanthropist, business leader, and water 
pioneer who was instrumental in the development of the 

Colorado-Big Thompson water project. In 
a January 22, 2002 article in the Greeley 
Tribune, Mr. Farr (who passed away in 2007) 
commented that he was born in an era when 
14th Avenue was considered the western 
outskirts of town and that in 20 years the 
library site won’t be considered “far west.”  
Mr. Farr’s words were prophetic. The area 
around Farr quickly filled with homes, 
schools, and businesses. It turns out, the 
empty field at 20th St. and 61st Ave. was the 
perfect place for a library. 

In the beginning, you were a little slow 
finding your way to Farr. But you were 
curious about that big library clear out 
west. You were impressed with the cathedral 
ceiling, the meeting rooms, and the stained-
glass windows. But you came back for the 

books, the movies, the computers, the study rooms, and 
the cozy places to sit. It didn’t take long for Farr to become 

Photo: James H. Berchert Photography
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part of the fabric of the community. 

You’ve made Summer Reading, school tours, photographs 
with Santa in front of the Christmas tree, nature and 
history programs, art shows, and the Fall food drive part of 
Farr’s traditions and yours. You’ve brought your children 
to storytimes and now proudly return with grandchildren 
in tow to continue the tradition. It’s the place where you 
struck up a conversation with another young parent 
desperate for adult conversation and you’ve been friends 
ever since. It’s where you enjoy a cup of coffee in front of 
the fireplace while reading the newspaper or working on 
your laptop. Farr library is where you come to talk about 
books with the staff or with friends during a book club. 
It was one of the places you said you missed most during 
the Pandemic shutdown. And it’s where 20 years later, we 
still peacefully coexist with the rabbits and tumbleweeds.    
In 20 years, you have made Farr a place for learning, 
entertainment, celebrations, and gatherings with others.    

Staff have come and gone but each one has been dedicated 
to making positive connections with patrons who have 
been visiting Farr for years or are first time visitors.  

They have contributed their creativity, innovation, and 
dedication to presenting storytimes that engage pre-
schoolers, developing entertaining and informative 
programs, teaching computer classes that bridge the 
technology gap, and designing interesting displays that 
tempt patrons with just one more book.

In the Greeley Tribune’s September 22, 2002 article about 
the library’s grand opening, Mr. Farr said that of all his 
many honors, naming the library in his honor was the 
“greatest legacy of them all because it is permanent. 
Businesses come and go and merge, but this library will 
be here 50 years from now and maybe 100 if they maintain 
it.” On behalf of High Plains Library District and the Farr 
staff, we thank you for embracing Farr Regional Library 
and making us a part of your lives. It is our hope that Mr. 
Farr’s words are once again prophetic.

Mobile printing, now available. Visit www.mylibrary.us/print for more information.

PRINT from
anywhere.
Send from your device, pick up at your library.

http://www.mylibrary.us/print


5 8 8 8 . 8 6 1 . 7 3 2 3   ·   w w w . m y l i b r a r y . u s   ·   H i g h  P l a i n s  L i b r a r y  D i s t r i c t   ·   s e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 2  n e w s l e t t e r

There are timelines that are very official and grounded 
in dates and figures, and then there are other timelines. 
These “other” timelines are the ones that we have to put 
together, way, way after the events happened. It’s almost 
impossible to get things 100% right, and there’s always 
some rumor, hearsay, and juicy gossip that goes into this 
sort of timeline.

Which is why I prefer it. 

It’s a sort of timeline that feels more honest. Even if some 
of the stuff here is a little wobbly and based on what 
someone heard from someone who heard something 
from someone else, this sort of timeline does a better job 
conveying the feeling of the events. 

Here we present the timeline of events that made Farr look 
the way it does today. Almost. Pretty much.

In The Before Times…

Long ago, there was Greeley Public Library and Weld 
County Library. These two entities combined, though this 
didn’t occur without controversy. Weld County Library 
and Greeley Public Library both opposed the merge on 
some level. One of the parties felt like it would be “lowering 
its standards” because the proposed partner had less 
money, shabbier collections, and so on. The other felt like 
it would be “lowering its standards” because the proposed 
partner had ways that were more cosmopolitan than they 
preferred.

By the way, yes, I know the term “cosmopolitan” is being 
used loosely here. 

Eventually, wisdom prevailed, the merge happened, 
the Weld Library District was born. As in any good 
partnership, perhaps the best way forward was found in 
assuming all parties involved were wrong at most times.

Greeley Growth

Let me sit in my old man rocking chair and tell tales of 
Greeley past…the long, long ago of…the early to mid 90’s.

Why, when I was young, King Soopers on 35th avenue was 
nothing but a prairie dog town, and when it was built, it 
seemed almost comically far west. After all, this is why 
Greeley West High School, also on 35th Ave., is called 
Greeley WEST, even though there are half a dozen schools 

further west now. And I guess Greeley Central feels more 
east than central these days. But as a proud Central alum, 
I’m going to assume that the naming still applies because 
Greeley Central is at the heart of the city, spiritually, even 
if it’s not so much geographically, and Greeley West can 
continue on with its current name because it’s West of 
Greeley Central, and really that school exists in relation to 
Greeley Central. Go Wildcats. 

[Editor’s Note: As a former Greeley West Spartan, you’re 
way off base, and we’ve got a pretty sweet new school, 
nyah, nyah]

[Second Editor’s Note: As a former Northridge Grizzly, 
RAWR!]

The closest intersection to Farr’s future location is the one 
at 20th St. and 59th Ave. Which, to my recollection, was a 
4-way stop until somewhere around the mid to late 90’s. 

A Highly Subjective & Speculative 

Farr Timeline
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We’re veering dangerously close to me talking about the old 
ballfields near where Home Depot sits today, so let’s jump 
forward while we still can. If we go down that road, I’m 
liable to start talking about the virtues of the Chocolate 
Fried Cinnamon donut from Toddy’s, a grocery store that 
no longer exists. 

January 5th, 1998

The Library Board approves the appointment of the Library 
Building Advisory Committee, which is the first officially 
recorded step towards building a new library.

This committee meets several times, divides into two sub-
committees (those familiar with committee work will know 
that dividing into subcommittees is the primary function 
of most committees), and they get down to work on site 
selection.

After running a public campaign to look for sites between 
35th avenue and 71st (see, I told you 35th Ave. was “west” 
at the time), and between 10th St. and Weld County Road 
54, the committee lands on a spot: 20th St. and 71st Ave.

This would’ve been in May 1998. 

What we noticed, running back through documents, is 
that A) this spot was just a hair further west than the 
place Farr sits today, and B) there wasn’t much action on 
Farr’s construction until 2000.

What happened in between?

This is one of the first spots where events diverge a bit.
The library took a shot at passing a mill levy in 1998. A 
mill levy is another way to get money, and it’s voted on by 
the public. 

The first attempt didn’t pass, but it was VERY close. After 
working in libraries for a while, I’ve learned that it’s pretty 
common for a first attempt at a mill levy to fail. 

In 1999 the second shot at a mill levy passed with flying 

colors, specifically green and purple, the colors of the Weld 
Library District, as we were known at the time. With the 
newly-set budget in place, we bought the 5.5 acres at 20th 
St. and 71st Ave (ish), where Farr sits today.

September 22, 2001

Groundbreaking!

If you’ve never been to a groundbreaking, you should go. 
It’s fun. They usually give you a hard hat and a very shiny 
shovel. I don’t know where they buy these chromed-out 
shovels, but if you’re looking to make a music video that 
combines gardening with serious bling and need some 
props, ask an architect how to get one of these things.

When you show up to a groundbreaking, people usually 
assume you’re supposed to be there, they’ll let you turn 
over some dirt, and there are always snacks of some kind. 
If you’re not sure, bring a clipboard. If you’re walking 
around with a clipboard, you’ll look like you mean 
business and belong anywhere. 

One unique thing at Farr’s groundbreaking, they had a 
portion of the event meant for kids, and $50 in quarters 
was buried for kids to discover. Whether or not the entire 
$50 was recovered is unknown, but please do not just start 
digging up the street and the parking lot around Farr in 
search of quarters, okay?

October 2001

A “Name the Library” contest is opened.

Apparently, people were nicer in the early 2000’s because 
we didn’t get a lot of entries like the ones the NERC 
got for their boat naming contest, most notably “Boaty 
McBoatface.”

That naming contest is a longer story. For another article. 
Or series of blog posts. Check them out!

Aerial view of the location in 1999.
Groundbreaking invitation for September 2001.

https://www.mylibrary.us/news/
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January 21, 2002

The winner of the “Name the library” contest is declared, 
and the decision is made to name the library in honor of 
W.D. Farr. Adapted from Julie Witwer Shade’s idea, “Farr 
West Library,” the library is named “Farr Branch Library.”
Later, this was changed to “Farr Regional Library.”

Again, this is another item that swirls in the ephemeral 
rumor mill. 

It was “Farr Branch Library” until at least 2006. I’m not 
100% sure what prompted the change, but my memory of 
this is that the “regional” libraries (which Carbon Valley 
is as well) were meant to have longer hours and larger 
collections. Farr did have longer hours than most of the 
other branches, including an extra hour on Saturday for 
some reason that escapes logic, but I cursed that hour 
many times on a long, slow Saturday when I thought “If 
you worked at Centennial Park, you’d be home by now!”

That said, the change from “Branch” to “Regional” pales in 
comparison to the Weld Library District Changing to High 
Plains Library District, a whopper of a topic for another 
time. And another writer of timelines. 

August 19, 2002

A Party Planning Committee meets up to discuss the 
grand opening, including drinks, music, and coffee. 

I only wanted to include this because the person saving 
documents related to Farr’s opening saved a lot of things 
like meeting notes from the Party Planning Committee, 
and while they aren’t super interesting now, I figure in 
another 20 years it’ll probably be at least mildly interesting 
to see how cheap it was to throw a party way back in the 
early 2000’s.

September 21, 2002

Farr Branch Library grand opening, including a ribbon 
cutting and dedication ceremony!

Branch Manager Marsha Moore-Jazayeri: 

“It was an exhilarating and even emotional experience. 
All our planning and hard work culminated in a beautiful 
building staffed by professionally trained, experienced 
employees and containing a solid collection of materials 
to meet the reading, listening, viewing and research needs 
of our patrons. We were very proud to open the doors and 
introduce the public to a real jewel of a library.”

Now, here’s something interesting about the opening of 
Farr, and this is another situation where I’ve heard two 
different stories:

Usually, when a new library opens, part of the excitement 
is the TRUCKLOADS of new stuff! Books, movies, music, 
tons of shiny, new things to take home.

With Farr, well, it was a little different. Farr opened with a 
collection of all of the items that were formerly housed at 
Centennial Park.

Okay, there was some controversy in opening a library so 
far west. In fact, before Farr’s location was picked out, a 
consultant was brought in, and they suggested the District 
build Farr and then close either Lincoln Park or Centennial 
Park, maintaining only two libraries in town. 

This was hotly debated among the Board and other library 
leadership until it was eventually agreed upon: we’d build 
a new library, but we weren’t shutting down any of the old 
ones. 

I don’t know where that consultant is today, but if you’re 
out there, I cordially invite you to the grand opening of 
LINC, our new downtown location. Or to visit Riverside 
Library & Cultural Center in Evans. Or Centennial Park, 

Grand opening invitation for Farr Branch Library.

Farr Branch opening announcement.
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or Farr, all of which are open and thriving. Take that, 
nameless, faceless consultant who is probably a really nice 
person if I just got to know you!

How did Farr end up opening with a very old collection, 
formerly housed at Centennial Park?

One story goes that Farr got all of Centennial Park’s items 
as a matter of simple practicality. If Centennial Park was to 
be renovated, the best thing was to move all the items out 
while that happened. If we had an entire new library, why 
not move the items there, renovate Centennial Park, refill 
Centennial Park with new items, and deal with it that way? 
It IS a simple, elegant plan.

The other story goes that putting older items at Farr was 
a concession to concerns about too much District money 
and too many District resources being placed in what was 
then a pretty sparsely-populated but pretty affluent part of 
town.

One way or another, it was decided that putting the older 
items at Farr would be a good move. 

It’s rare these days, but it’s still possible to find a book on 
the shelf that looks strangely worn, pull it down, and see 
the Weld Library District stamp, card pocket in the front, 
and confirm that it is, in fact, a leftover from Centennial 
Park’s old collection. These are almost entirely gone, and 
sometimes I was suspicious that there was a prank afoot, 
someone who kept a bunch of these super old books and 
would slip them on the shelf in the dead of night.

The coda to all this: as of several years ago, HPLD started 
“floating” its collection, meaning items don’t have a home 
library, they go on the shelf wherever they’re checked in. 
These days, there’s really no such thing as a “Centennial 
Park” or “Farr” collection.  

September 22, 2002

Farr celebrates one year of service with over 314,000 
checkouts, 246,549 patron visits, 3,822 new library cards 
issued.

Today, Farr boasts over 10,000 users who claim Farr 
Regional Library as their home library.

I like that term. “Home library.” That seems correct.

October 19, 2002

The Masonic Grand Lodge of Colorado lays the cornerstone 
with a time capsule installed behind the stone’s face.

The time capsule is sealed with 16 items inside. I don’t 
want to spoil all of them, but one is a sheet of paper, an 
entry to a coloring contest where participants were asked 
to color in landscaping around Farr. At the time, the area 
was a little…let’s say it was not short on that dry and 
dusty Colorado charm.

A weird quirk of the renovation (upcoming, stay tuned) 

is that the cornerstone is now, technically, INSIDE the 
building. The place it was located before was on the 
building’s exterior, but the building’s outside walls were 
pushed out to the east to make a drive-up bookdrop 
that could be driven through without pulling the sort of 
advanced driving maneuvers you see in Formula 1.

August 13, 2007

Grand opening at the Farr Library front doors.

Time capsule contents placed behind the cornerstone at Farr Library.
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W.D. Farr passes away 
at his home, aged 97. 

Farr was born in 
1910, the grandson 
of a blacksmith who 
had homesteaded 
in Greeley in 1877. 
He was one of the 
primary driving forces 
behind the Colorado-
Big Thompson 
Water Project, which 
brings water to eight 
northeastern Colorado 
counties, served as 
the President of the 
Greeley Water Board 
for 39 of its first 40 
years, was inducted 
into the Colorado 

Business Hall of Fame, and named Citizen of the West at 
the National Western Stock Show. He was married to his 
wife, Judy, for 64 years, and together they raised three 
sons. http://www.greeleyhistory.org/other_documents/
wd_farr.pdf 

It was, of course, very sad to hear about W.D.’s passing, 
however we were all very happy that he lived long enough 
to see his name attached to the library, something he was, 
by all accounts, very honored by.

There is a statue of W.D. near the street entrance to the 
library on 20th St. Check it out up close sometime. It’s 
pretty cool.

2011 (Or Thereabouts)

HPLD tries to refresh or remodel libraries about every 10 
years. 

Farr was ready for a remodel at the 10-year mark, due in 
large part to the administration abandoning ship.

See, when Farr first opened, it was designed to house both 
the library and the admin. 

As anyone involved with a library building project knows, 
you can never have too much storage, and at some point, 
storing all those admin folks was taking away from the 
space we needed to serve the public (I say this with love 
and as someone who now counts himself among the 
administrative, “storage liability” set).

Admin moved into the building on 29th St., which is a trip.  
If you ever go there for some reason, check out the flooring, 
and ask to see the vault. 

With the admin now gone, Farr embarked on a massive 
remodel, mostly concerned with a few things:

1. Reclaiming admin space for public space and Farr staff 
space, where possible

2. Putting in a drive-up bookdrop
3. Adding an electric vehicle charging station

Now, this last one was a biggie on our former Director’s 
list. I have to give her credit for foresight, EV stations are 
in demand these days. I guess libraries just get too far 
ahead of the times here and there. 

October 14, 2012

Farr Regional Library 
hosts an open house to 
showcase the library’s 
newly remodeled 
space, including a 
drive-up bookdrop, 
centralized service 
desk, vending/café 
space, browsing bins 
for children’s picture 
books, flex room, and 
more. 

Green initiatives included installation of LED lighting, 
climate control window shades, and solar panels added 
to the roof. The project also used a significant amount 
of recyclable materials and low VOC paint to minimize 
environmental impact. 

May 30, 2020

HPLD announces that the Bonds of Participation, which 
we entered into as part of the mill levy increase, had been 
completely paid off. Meaning: HPLD was now debt free. 
Sort of like we’d paid off Farr. 

Suggestions that we move to Bugatti as our primary 
bookmobile supplier, now that we’re flush, were not 
approved. 

That Brings Us To…

Today! Or, at least, that’s most of what happened that 
brought Farr from a fairly empty plot way too far west of 
town to be of any use to a thriving library that’s no longer 
too far west. 

W.D. Farr Tribute.

Farr remodel invitation October 2012.

Aerial view of the location in 2021.

http://www.greeleyhistory.org/other_documents/wd_farr.pdf 
http://www.greeleyhistory.org/other_documents/wd_farr.pdf 
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If you’ve been around Greeley, you’ve seen Carolyn Stuart’s art.

But you may have also seen it if you’ve made your way to Japan, Australia, 
Russia, or China.

And if you’ve seen the great bookmarks and coffee mugs we got made up for 
Farr’s 20th anniversary, the stained glass is front and center. 

Carolyn Stuart is the artist behind the stained glass you might find at 
the vet’s office, the neonatal ward at NCMC, and, of course, sprinkled 
throughout the Farr Regional Library.

We managed to catch up and chat with Carolyn and chat just a bit about the 
stained glass at Farr:

HPLD: Do you remember what you were asked to make for Farr? Any themes 
or things that were must-have’s in the original idea?

Carolyn Stuart: My instructions on Farr were to pull in Weld County scenes 
in addition to what you expect in a Colorado library. We have The Meeker 
House, I put some buffalo in there, Native Americans. We wanted all of the 
mountain things, of course, because Farr’s whole structure echoes the 
mountains with the pitched roofs and all, but they wanted Weld County 
scenes too, so that’s why I made sure to put those in as well. We have Stowe 
Witwer’s barn in there… 

I’ve done some work at other libraries, too!

There’s a window at Centennial of teddy bears reading a story, that’s mine. 
At Lincoln Park, they had their name in stained glass, and there was a 

Stained
Glass
Artist
Carolyn Stuart
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design around it. I pulled that design 
from the upholstery they selected for 
the chairs so that the colors would 
match and the whole thing would 
go together. And for Eaton Public 
Library, I did a Lamp of Knowledge. 
It has some rays coming out with 
various scenes from the area. 

I have a piece at the Michener Library 
as well. I was allowed to go in the 
archives and pull out photographs, 
and I pulled out a photograph of 
James Michener’s signature and 
used a silkscreening technique to 
put that on there. That piece has 
his handwriting from some of his 
sonnets, too. 

HPLD: Some of the glass at Farr has 
an interesting texture to it. Can you 
tell me a little bit about that?

CS: Sure, absolutely!

The water texture that you’re seeing 
was glass made by a manufacturer in 
Eaton, and they had these rollers…
the way glass works, it doesn’t exactly 
melt, but you get it to a temperature 
that it’s soft enough that it can be 
formed or “slumped” in a kiln, and 
the manufacturer had rollers that 
made a beautiful water texture. 
The other manufacturers that are 
available, and I’ve purchased from 
Denver and from warehouses all over 
the country—there’s nothing as good, 
nothing as convincing and as credible 
as the texture on that glass. I don’t 
know if it’s even being made anymore, 
so it’s very rare. 

And we have of course lots of other 
types of textures. On the buffalo we 
have one that looks like fur or hair. 

I use textured glass where it seems 
most appropriate, and I think it really 
adds an element of dimension that 
helps when you’re looking at it.

HPLD: The water-textured glass, it 
looks like you could touch it, and 
your hand would go right through, 
and when the light comes through it’s 
amazing.

CS: Yes, it looks like if you touched it, 
it would ripple!
 
HPLD: Were there any challenges 
with the stained glass at Farr?

CS: I’ll tell you, as a glass artist, that 
glass is very hard to cut. Glass likes 
to take the course of least resistance, 
and where it’s thinner, it’s more likely 
to break than where it’s thick. 

With the textured pieces, you would 
score it on the side that’s less 
textured, but even that side isn’t 
completely flat, so you really had to 
be careful when you were scoring and 
breaking it, and sometimes it just had 
a mind of its own and you started 
over.

These are the perils!

HPLD: How did you get into stained 
glass?

CS: I always loved it. 

When I was a little grew, I grew up in 
an Episcopal church that had a lot of 
beautiful glass, and sometimes I was 
focused on that more than what was 
going on up front. 

My mother is an artist, she’s a 
watercolor artist, and she always 
had a shop or a studio in some part 
of the house, so I was encouraged to 
indulge my interests in whatever sort 
of medium I was interested in. 

I do have a degree in fine arts, but 
stained glass was not on the agenda 
in the college, so I just took lessons 
on my own. 

It isn’t a difficult thing to do, but 
I think where the art versus craft 
comes in is knowing how to design 
a picture where you don’t have any 
lines in it. 

Glass has a limited ability to curve, 
but it doesn’t like to notch, it’ll be 
weak in the corners, and it’ll expand 
and contract in the heat. So you have 
to build a lot of knowledge about 
how deep you can grind an edge or a 
corner, and you have to design your 
piece so there aren’t any lines that 
seem unnecessary or don’t flow with 
the design.

HPLD: Tell us about the sturdiness.  
These are actually mounted in the 
building and functional windows, 
right?

CS: All of these are on the interior of 
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the building, and then there’s solid 
glass on the outside. In fact, at one 
point I got a call from the library that 
one of my windows that was way up 
high in one of the peaks was broken. 

HPLD: Oh, really?

CS: That’s what I said. Oh, really? 
Because I didn’t believe it! 

So I went down there, and they said, 
“Yeah, you see that line that goes 
through about three or four pieces?” 
And I said, “Let me tell you about that. 
There’s lead cane that goes through 
these pieces, so a break in one is not 
going to run through three of them. 
That break is on the outside, I don’t 
even have to be up there to see.” 

So I went on home and let them deal 
with that!

HPLD: When the building was built 
there wasn’t a lot of color, but the 
glass really brings that in. Was that 
part of the goal, those splashes of 
color?

CS: The whole goal is to enhance the 
area.

I think people really do love the 
water, and I think glass pretty much 
translates and has the same effect 
as a lake and other water. Because it 
captures the light and it has a liquid 
quality to it that is very attractive to 
people, and they might not always 
understand that that’s really what 
that connection is, that it’s almost a 
water connection.

And color is just beautiful. It just 
comes to life with the light behind 
it. It makes a difference to have real 
daylight behind it. I’ve done a number 
of things in lightboxes, and they’re 
pretty, but they don’t have the life in 
them that the sunlight brings to these 
pieces. 

I’m glad that the glass adds to 
the décor. You want a library to 
be peaceful. They don’t have the 
shushing in libraries anymore that 
they used to, but you want it to 
be in a comfortable space that’s 
not demanding too much of your 
attention, and I feel like these are 
spaced out enough that you can give 
them some attention and then you 

can relax. You don’t feel like you’re 
in a museum and you have to look at 
everything.

HPLD: Something we noticed when 
we were renovating and even now, the 
colors are still really vibrant. They 
don’t seem to fade with time. Is that 
true, or is that just how it appears 
when we compare it to how quickly the 
sun fades books and upholstery?

CS: That’s because they’re not 
printed, they’re made of metals. They 
use cobalt and they use gold, and they 
use elements that aren’t going to fade 
or change color, so they will stand 
the tests of light and time. That’s 
why the glass in all these cathedrals 
built hundreds of years ago is still 
gorgeous. Because it’s a mixture of 
metals and different elements that 
give them their color.

HPLD: You’ve put several pieces in 
homes on commission. Can you tell us 
what that’s like?

CS: Sometimes people want you to 
do something, like an animal that’s 
broad in shape, but the window is a 
tall, narrow space. I’ve had people 
request a mountain scene with an 
eagle and all sorts of horizontal things 
in a window that was 6-inches wide, 
so you’ve got to get creative. You have 
to understand the limitations of your 
medium and learn to work that out.

I get a lot of requests for Aspen 
trees with golden leaves, as you 
can imagine. We’re talking about 
hundreds of little pieces. I mean, just 
imagine, every leaf, every section 
of the Aspen, every little bit of sky 
peeking through, each one of those 
is its own piece. You can’t just do a 
lollipop, not me. I’m going to do all of 
that. You’ve got to get it cut out, grind 
the edges, and with something like 
that you wrap each piece.

I’ve done a lot of commissions, 
though—sidelights by the front door, 
transoms with western exposure—I’ve 
done a lot of fan lights and anything 
that works with whatever their décor 
is. And I’m happy to do that. I don’t 
put myself up there, I put what they 
want up there, that’s always the way 
I’ve done my work. 

HPLD: The glass still looks great, it 
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still feels like an important facet of Farr Regional Library 
even though a lot of the library has changed around it. It 
almost feels like the glass is part of the core identity of the 
library. 

CS: All artwork has its place, and much of it has its time. I 
think the glass has endured because of the selection of the 
subject matter. We’ll always have geese going over these 
fields. 

I like the elk window, too, with the evergreens and all. 
It just lets you get out of your life, and I think that’s the 
effect of the stained glass in a church: It lets you get out 
of your everyday and move into a different space. I hope 
that’s how the glass at Farr enhances peoples’ experience 
there.

L
au

ghExplore
ConnectImagine

Experience

P
lay

Bibliotecas
C

re
at

e
Dream

Build

Socialize

MakeShareW
on

de
r

R
ea

d

Games

Maktabaduhu

Experience

When we do a storytime, we’re used to seeing smiling faces looking back at us! We miss the waves and 
greetings we get when you all come in to check out an armload of books! 

We’re collecting photos and videos that show HPLD making a positive impact in your communities. If you 
have a moment, send us a picture of your curbside pickup or the items that’ve kept you busy and happy  

while you’ve been stuck at home. We’d love a picture of your family cozying up for a movie night with an  
HPLD-provided movie. A peaceful moment reading on the porch. Whatever your style, and whether our 

impact is big or small, we want to see it!

Anything you have, post it and tag us online. We’re @myhpld on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

Want to show our staff some love?
Want to tell everyone you’ve got the  

best libraries in the world?

https://www.facebook.com/myhpld/
https://www.instagram.com/myhpld/
https://twitter.com/MyHPLD
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The internet is full of social media posts and articles 
listing all the things that will make us feel old when we 
realize exactly how long it’s been since they happened. 
You know the type. “It’s been 18 years since Friends went 
off the air.” “E.T. hit theaters 40 years ago.” “Farr Regional 
Library opened its doors 20 years ago.”

We snuck that last one in, but it happens to be true! The 
Farr Regional Library has been open and serving Weld 
County for 20 whole years. 
 
It’s a big milestone for us, so we thought we’d take some 
time to look back at what the world was like in 2002 when 
Farr was a brand-new building on the Western edge of a 
growing Greeley. And in case anyone wants to give us the 
wedding anniversary treatment, 20 years is porcelain.

2002 may not sound all that 
long ago from where we stand 
in 2022, but let’s follow the 
internet’s example and look at 
some of the things that were 
happening at the time that 
could really drive home how 
far we’ve come. 

And if it makes us feel a little 
old while we’re at it, that’s ok. 
The years have been a gift.

In 2002:

• Those of us who were cool 
enough to carry cell phones 
at all were probably carrying 
something like that picture 
over there.

And forget about long text 
conversations using just the 
number pad!

• The independent romantic 
comedy My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding became the sleeper 
hit of the year, making over 
$240 million and becoming 
the highest grossing romantic 
comedy of all time. (A record 

it still holds!)

• Jennifer Worth released 
her memoir in July of 2002, 
although the first edition 
didn’t make much of a splash. 
When it was re-released 
in 2007, Call the Midwife 
became the bestseller that 
launched the television show 
so many of us are watching 
today!

• “Miss Independent” and 
“Since U Been Gone” might be 
karaoke night staples, but we 
definitely wouldn’t have those 
girl power anthems in our 
catalog if it weren’t for 2002’s 
American Idol winner, Kelly 
Clarkson.

• The US was smack in the 
middle of Middle Earth fever 
with the release of Lord of 
the Rings: The Two Towers in 
theaters. Elves and hobbits 
waited in line for midnight 
showings all across the 

country for the second installation in what’s turned out to 
be an enduring movie classic.

• Eminem released his fourth album The Eminem Show, 
which featured the hit song “Without Me,” to critical 
acclaim and the top spot on the Billboard 200. The album 
not only became a hip-hop classic, but ended up as the top 
selling album of 2002.

• Popular mystery/suspense author Carl Hiaasen defied 
expectations in 2002 by releasing the first of his young 
adult novels, Hoot. While Hiaasen was writing for a new 
audience, the book includes all the hallmarks of his 
writing with quirky characters, environmental themes, and 
a strong sense of humor. All of which gained him Newbery 
honor status!

What Did We LOVE
In 2002?
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A Personal
Recollection of Farr

Peter Derk 

I started working at Farr after an 
interview where I called myself out 
for being…not too smart.

I was in a room with a few ladies who 
worked there, and they asked me to 
talk about the last book I read. It was 
Miss Wyoming by Douglas Coupland. 
I told them something like, “It’s kind 
of a family drama/comedy, and it had 
a twist at the end that I didn’t see 
coming, but then again, I’m not the 
brightest reader, so don’t take it on 
my account.”
 
Because I was 20 and, as we’ve 
covered, not all that smart, I thought 
the interview was a total success, got 
home, called Wal-Mart and quit right 
away. I probably should’ve given them 
two weeks, but I was a cart pusher, 
my official job title and a pretty apt 
description of what I spent most of my 
time doing. There was one other job 
duty, which was occasionally helping 
someone attempt to put something 
in a car where it was guaranteed not 
to fit, for example: a full-sized above 
ground pool into a 2-door Saturn 
sedan. This wasn’t so much about 
making the pool fit, it was about 
convincing the purchaser that you’d 
made an effort that PROVED to them 
the pool wouldn’t fit.

Anyway, I was lucky, and I got that 
job at Farr almost 20 years ago.

And from that job, I’ve made a lot of 
memories.

I turned 21 a few months after 
starting, and the first group of 
friends I had beers with regularly 
was not college bros or buddies from around town, it was a 
group of library ladies who closed up with me at Farr. One 
of them had access to the VFW hall, and she was always 

game to bring a couple of us along. 

For a while, there was a couple 
passing love notes back and forth 
inside the same book. One would 
write a note, slip it in the book, and 
the other would come along a few 
days later, pick the book up off the 
shelf, read it, and then leave a reply. I 
can’t recall how we got wise to it, but 
once we did, everyone would check 
up and see if there was a new note 
tucked inside, and we followed the 
drama like it was a reality dating 
show up until the notes stopped or, 
more likely, someone figured out 
that the entire staff was reading 
every word, and they took their 
conversation to another book.

If you ever consider doing this, I 
wholeheartedly endorse it. Just 
be aware that on a slow Saturday, 
glancing over a love note is the 
pinnacle of library thrills. 

I stayed the entire night at Farr once. 
We had a lock-in, which is this really 
awful idea churches came up with 
where you bring a bunch of teenagers 
together, lock them in a building, and 
provide activities for them all night. 
Are they locked in with you, or are 
you locked in with them!? There was 
some minor furniture damage and 
a marshmallow fight that resulted 
in shelvers finding marshmallows to 
this day, but overall, everyone came 
out unscathed.

I couldn’t tell you how many people 
I helped to recover passwords for 
various things in my 15 years at 
Farr. But I do remember helping 
one person who was going through 
the security questions, and when 

the question “What is your favorite book?” came up, 
he laughed, looked around at the library, and typed in 
“Playboy.” Which turned out to be the correct answer. He 
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was embarrassed, but honestly, I was pumped that we 
finally cracked his password and got him back into his 
email. Take a lesson: don’t make your password reminders 
something to impress a librarian, make them something 
you’ll remember :-)

My old boss had a tubular concrete form, and she asked 
me to “do something” with it. This is how about 30% of 
library things happen: someone has 
something that shouldn’t go to waste, 
so we come up with a use for it. I 
made the Wish Ape, which was the 
name I came up for after I covered 
the tube in yellow paper and topped 
it with a stuffed gorilla. Then I cut a 
slot into it, and people who happened 
to be in the children’s area could 
put folded paper inside with their 
wishes, and if the Wish Ape saw fit, 
maybe the wishes would be granted. 
There was more than one wish, from 
an adult, asking for a caring person 
to come into their lives and be their 
partners. I expected wishes for 
skateboards and such, not genuine 
fulfillment for lonely folks. I only did 
Wish Ape once, that’s about all my 
heart could take.

Once, during the remodel at Farr, I 
MAY have replaced a coworker’s office 
chair with a decommissioned toilet. 
And I may have come into work the 
next morning to find him sitting on 
the toilet, working through email like 
there was absolutely nothing out of 
the ordinary. MAY have. 

There was a guy who’d come in every 
morning and fill in the crossword. He 
would find a favorite pencil among 
the hundreds of little golf pencils 
we kept in the library. Don’t ask me 
what his criteria was, you ask me, all 
golf pencils are created pretty much 
equal(ly bad). He would pick his 
favorite and hide it out in the stacks. 
It became a game for staff to try and 
find his newest pencil hiding spot.

I counted, and at its peak, you had 
to know 14 different passwords to get 
into the building, turn everything 
on, and get the library started for the 
day. 14 different codes and passwords 
and numbers and logins just to get 
the place up and running.

I went to a funeral for a kid who came in most days after 
school with his brother. That was messed up.

Then there was Egg Shen. We were hatching a bunch of 
eggs with an incubator, and one of the chicks emerged and 

was dying slowly, so I…helped him along. It felt like the 
right thing to do, and I took him out back so he could be 
in the sun, and I sacrificed a Tupperware to the cause. My 
boss chatted with me for a while afterward, and a couple 
days later, gifted me a new 3 pack of Tupperware to replace 
Egg Shen’s tomb. Farewell, little Egg Shen. 

I recycled hundreds of children’s books shortly after I 
started. Most people don’t remember, 
but because Farr was a new library, 
to even things out, they moved the 
collection from Centennial Park over 
to Farr, then Centennial Park got a 
new collection. So even 10 years into 
being open, a lot of the collection was 
twice that age. 20 years is a lot on a 
children’s book.

I ran an ill-fated recycling program 
that turned Farr’s lobby into a trash 
heap for weeks. Long story, but it 
involved taking 3 trips to Boulder 
with my car riding low on the 
suspension because it was packed 
with old phone books, used sneakers, 
and a decorative, Christmas-themed 
fireplace grate that was not on the list 
of recyclable items, not even remotely. 

I drove Gene Luen Yang to Farr from 
DIA in a complete whiteout blizzard. 
The whole time I was worried, not for 
my own safety, but because I didn’t 
want to be the person who would go 
down in history as crashing Beloved 
Author Gene Yang into a snowbank. 
For the record, he was very nice, and 
if he was at all concerned that I was 
driving him through the middle of 
nothing (County Road 49 was pretty 
desolate in those days), he was too 
polite to mention it.  

For a while there, I was going to the 
thrift store on my lunch break and 
filling Farr’s kitchen cabinets with a 
new coffee cup every week or so until 
it was overflowing with cups that 
nobody would claim. I always picked 
the most ridiculous ones I could find. 
I don’t know if I ever admitted to that 
before now…

I met my partner at Farr. I love her 
a whole lot. If I got nothing else from 
my time at Farr, that’d be enough, it’d 

be worth it. She’s worth it.

My last joke at Farr, when I left, I had a box full of business 
cards that wouldn’t be any good to me anymore. So, I hid 
them everywhere. And I mean everywhere. In the shower 
in the back. In the emergency spill kit. In the trim along 
the walls. In a locker, maybe a couple lockers. Light 
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fixtures. Under objects that hadn’t been lifted in decades. 
Under a printer that, far as I knew, had never moved. I’m 
told that since I left, a couple other people have moved on 
as well, and much to everyone’s “delight,” they continue 
the tradition of leaving their business cards absolutely 
everywhere.

I just got an email from Farr’s manager today, over 3 years 
later, about another card she found. The email’s subject 
line: MAKE IT STOP!

I wanted to tell you all those stories, but not because 
they’re important. 

My point is that every time you pass a building like 
Farr, even if it’s not all that old, like Farr, the number of 

memories people made there are incalculable. 

Farr, the people who worked there, the books that passed 
in and out, and the TONS of patrons have been part of my 
life for almost 20 years now, all of those are memories I’ll 
hold tight.

Let’s hope the next 20 years at Farr are just as fun.
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If you’re reading HPLD’s newsletter, we’re betting the answer is “Yes.” Or possibly even “YES!”

To let our staff know that they’re having an impact in your community, we’re proposing a quick  
letter-writing campaign. Write your favorite HPLD staff member a letter, and if they’re up for it, we’ll 

ask them to read it out loud for the first time on video. That way, they can see how much you appreciate 
them, and you can see how much your words mean to them! 

Did YOU have a 
great

library
experience? 

Like, ever?   

https://hpld.formstack.com/forms/staff_letter_campaign
https://hpld.formstack.com/forms/staff_letter_campaign
https://hpld.formstack.com/forms/staff_letter_campaign
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501 8th Ave, Greeley

Greetings from
Greetings from
Greetings from

LINC Destination Checklist:
q  Makerspace
q  Multi-Sensory Children’s Installations
q  Courtyard
q  3-D Printers
q  Woodworking Machines
q  Event Space
q  Sound & Video Studio

www.mylibrary.us/linc

Coming

Spring

2023!
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It’s hard to believe that the Farr Regional Library is turning 20 this month. 

In my time with the High Plains Library District, I have been very impressed with how well our staff, both the Facilities 
Team and the Farr Team, have kept up the buildings. Farr does not look old enough to be an adult. 

When Farr was built, there were concerns that the library was too far west and it would take too much time for growth to 
catch up. Looking at the location now, it is amazing to see how much growth has occurred. 

Just as the community has grown and changed, Farr has gone through changes over the years. Staff have changed and 
brought ever-evolving programs and services to the public. The building has also seen update. At one time Farr housed 
the Administrative Office for the District, and now it houses the Virtual Library. 

The Farr Regional Library is a wonderful place and a sought-after event location, not only for the building, but also for 
the collection and amazing staff. Over the years it has played host to events like storytimes and gaming as well as events 
like Congressional Art Exhibits and Google Events. 

When it opened in September of 2002, the Farr Regional Library was one of the projects funded by the Mill Levy 
Override, which was approved by the voters in 1999. The District incurred debt, in the form of Certificates of 
Participation, to pay for this and other construction projects. At that time, the HPLD Board promised that when the debt 
was paid off, the District would lower the Mill Levy. In December of 2019, we delivered on that promise by paying off the 
debt and lowering the Mill Levy from 3.249 to 3.177. 

Despite lowering the Mill Levy, we have no plans to reduce the upkeep of the building or its offerings. Farr was remodeled 
in 2012, and we plan to do another remodeling project in the future. 

HPLD made a promise 20 years ago, and we’ve kept that promise. So, consider this a renewal, or a refreshment, of the 
promise we made to continuously improve the facility and ensure that we are providing excellent services and programs. 

Here is to you Farr Regional Library. You don’t look a day over 15.

Matthew Hortt PhD.
Executive Director

A Message from

HPLD’s Executive Director
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LIBRARIES  Visit www.MyLibrary.us/locations-and-hours for library hours
Administration & Support Services
2650 West 29th Street
Greeley, CO 80631 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Carbon Valley Regional Library
7 Park Avenue
Firestone, CO 80504
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Centennial Park Library 
2227 23rd Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Eaton Public Library
132 Maple Avenue
Eaton, CO 80615
(970) 454-2189

Erie Community Library
400 Powers Street
Erie, CO 80516
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Farr Regional Library
1939 61st Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634
1-888-861-READ(7323)
 

Fort Lupton Public & School Library 
425 S. Denver Avenue
Fort Lupton, CO 80621 
(303) 857-7180

Glenn A. Jones, M.D. Memorial Library
400 S. Parish Avenue
Johnstown, CO 80534
(970) 587-2459

Milliken Location of the Glenn A. Jones, 
M.D. Memorial Library
1109 Broad Street
Milliken, CO 80543 
(970) 660-5039

Hudson Public Library
100 S. Beech Street
Hudson, CO 80642
(303) 536-4550

Keenesburg Branch of Hudson  
Public Library
140 Main Street
Keenesburg, CO 80643
(303) 349-2982

Kersey Library
332 3rd Street
Kersey, CO 80644
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Lincoln Park Library
1012 11th Street
Greeley, CO 80631 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Nantes Library
703 Birch Street
Gilcrest, CO 80623 
(970) 737-1035

Northern Plains Public Library
216 2nd Street
Ault, CO 80610 
(970) 834-1259

Outreach
2650 W. 29th Street
Greeley, CO 80631
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Platteville Public Library
504 Marion Avenue
Platteville, CO 80651
(970) 785-2231

Riverside Library & Cultural Center
3700 Golden Street
Evans, CO 80620
1-888-861-READ(7323)

PUBLIC COMPUTER CENTERS
Briggsdale Community 
Library
210 Main Street
Briggsdale, CO 80611

Milliken Public Computer 
Center
1109 Broad Street
Milliken, CO 80543 
(970) 660-5045

AFFILIATED LOCATIONS
Hazel E. Johnson Research Center  
at the City of Greeley Museum
714 8th Street, Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 350-9220

Poudre Learning Center
8313 West F Street, Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 352-1267

LOCATIONS

Need one-on-one 
help? Book a  
librarian today.
Book a Librarian Appointments 
are free, one-on-one computer 
help sessions with tech specialists 
that are designed to answer all of 
your in-depth questions! They are 
available in English and Spanish. 

Visit MyLibrary.us/
services/#book_a_ 
librarian or call us at  
1-888-861-7323 to request  
an appointment.

http://www.mylibrary.us/locations-and-hours/
https://www.mylibrary.us/book-a-librarian/
http://MyLibrary.us/services/#book_a_ librarian
http://MyLibrary.us/services/#book_a_ librarian
http://MyLibrary.us/services/#book_a_ librarian
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