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What do you have to say about our newsletter? Think about this as our Letters to the Editor 
option. If you have something to say about our newsletter, head to mylibrary.us/letters to get 

your feedback in the right hands.

What do YOU have 
to SAY about our 

newsletter? 

Newsletter | February 2021

Table of Contents
Letters to the Editor ............................................................................................................................................3

A Gift of the Heart: The Origins of the Weld County Library ............................................................ 4

YES!Sparks STEM Interview .............................................................................................................................6

True Crime Quiz ....................................................................................................................................................8

Kissing Books ........................................................................................................................................................9

So You've Binged Bridgerton ......................................................................................................................... 11

Cult Movie Vault: The Stuff ............................................................................................................................. 13

Locations ............................................................................................................................................................... 14

http://mylibrary.us/letters


3 8 8 8 . 8 6 1 . 7 3 2 3   ·   w w w . m y l i b r a r y . u s   ·   H i g h  P l a i n s  L i b r a r y  D i s t r i c t   ·   F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1  n e w s l e t t e r

Letters to the Editor
After opening our inbox to 
Letters to the Editor, we 
got a few responses. Let’s 
take a look!

What a pleasure to read 
something that does 
not have to do with 
politics. I do have one 
question with regard to 

the Writer in Residence: What does 
STEM stand for? -Gail

Oh, GREAT question!

STEM is an acronym 
for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and 

Mathematics. It’s something created 
by educators to help them look at 
the curriculum with an eye towards 
workforce development and preparing 
students with the skills they need in 
a world where technology advances so 
quickly.

According to Wikipedia, Charles 
E. Vela, the founder and director of 
the Center for the Advancement of 
Hispanics in Science and Engineering 
Education (CAHSEE), may have 
been the first to use the term. He 
started a summer program for gifted/
talented, underrepresented students 
in Washington D.C. called the STEM 
Institute in the 90’s. Charles ended up 
serving on a lot of panels and working 
closely with government, and that’s 
how the acronym STEM ended up on 
the National Science Foundation’s 
radar, and it was popularized from 
there. 

There are endless variations of STEM 
that incorporate other elements, too. 
Let’s highlight a few:

eSTEM (environmental STEM)

GEMS (Girls in Engineering, Math, 
and Science)

MINT (Mathematics, Informatics, 
Natural sciences and Technology)
METALS (STEAM + Logic)

A-STEM/STEAM (Arts, Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics)

HASS came about for Humanities, 
Arts, and Social Sciences (not to be 
confused with the avocados)

In brief: CAHSEE did STEM, then 
the NSF did STEM, then the NSF 
and MIT did STEMTEC, then it went 
back to STEM, then branched off into 
METALS. 

Perhaps the main criticism of STEM 
is that it excludes things like arts and 
humanities, although STEM is also 
notable for cutting out a couple of the 
subjects considered to be core science 
classes, namely: Chemistry and 
Biology. Maybe they couldn’t make 
the acronym work…Although C’Bemts 
doesn’t sound TOO bad, right? Hmm…
maybe we shouldn’t have thrown out 
those English majors so hastily. They 
are pretty handy when it comes to 
acronyms.

For some educators and in some 
situations, it makes sense to pare 

things down. Students are expected 
to know a whole lot of computer and 
technology stuff, and STEM may have 
been a way to take some other things 
off students’ plates. We can’t just keep 
adding things to curricula and hope 
that educators will fit it in somehow, 
right? Which brings up a question: 
How is it that history classes are still 
only a semester long, but human 
history keeps getting longer? If your 
parents had a one semester American 
History class, shouldn’t your class be, 
I don’t know, a semester and a day? At 
least? 

Enjoyed the newsletter. 
I, also, give thanks to 
library workers; they 
are another category 
of people we take for 

granted in our busy lives. 👍👋👋 
-Linda

The only proper way to 
respond to a “Thanks” is 
“You’re Welcome!”

So: You’re Welcome! 

Thanks for taking the time to let 
our staff know that you appreciate 
them. It’s been a strange time, and we 
haven’t been able to chat face-to-face 
and get those warm fuzzies the way 
we used to. So it’s wonderful to hear 
your appreciation and to be able to 
pass that onto everyone working hard 
to keep libraries going.

https://hpld.formstack.com/forms/newsletter_letters_to_the_editor
https://hpld.formstack.com/forms/newsletter_letters_to_the_editor
http://According to Wikipedia
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A Gift of the Heart:
The Origins of the Weld County Library

By Cindy Welsh

Saturday, February 14, 1931 must have been a sweet day 
for librarians Albert F. Carter and Helen M. Thomas, and 
not because of candy hearts and flowers. On that day, with 
a $70.00 appropriation from the Greeley chapter of the 
American Association of University Women (AAUW), Carter 
and Thomas achieved something they had been working 
toward for years: the creation of the Weld County Library 
(WCL). 

Admittedly, it was not the tax-funded 
institution they had been advocating for 
and that Carter, the College Librarian, 
had even helped draft legislation for in 
1929. Instead, like its predecessor the 
Greeley Public Library where Thomas 
served as City Librarian, it would be a 
“popular subscription” library that would 
rely initially on membership fees and 
donations to defray costs. Recognizing 
that the economic circumstances of the 
early Depression years “mooted [the] 
question of increased taxation,” Thomas 
and Carter were satisfied with this start; 
it was the only way they saw possible to 
obtain and disperse the supplementary 
reading materials most needed in the 
62 one-room, one-teacher school houses 
scattered across the plains (and 4000 
square miles) of Weld County. 

They would have to start small. They 
figured the $70 award from the AAUW 
would be enough to buy about sixty books 
and a few magazine subscriptions. If they could get the 
schools to purchase the $1.00 memberships (reduced to 50 
cents for the remainder of the school year) those monies 
would help cover the costs of supplies needed to prepare 
the books for circulation and circulate them far afield.

The allocation of funds and the need to spend them 

wisely also energized others in the community who best 
understood the need for a county library, an institution 
“largely for added educational opportunities for children 
in small schools.” To formalize the establishment of 
the library, Carter and Thomas met with Mrs. W.S. 
Garnsey, Jr. (the AAUW chapter president), Mr. F.A. Ogle 
(County Superintendent of Schools), Mr. I.E. Stutsman 
(Superintendent of Greeley Public Schools), and Mrs. 
Grant Babcock (Chairman of the Education Department 
of the Colorado Federation of Women’s Clubs) on February 

18th to seat a board and begin operational 
planning. 

The Greeley Daily Tribune story that ran 
the next day announced that Professor 
Carter would chair the board and Miss 
Thomas would serve as secretary. More 
important, the board encouraged the 
teachers of one-room schools to “make 
application at the Greeley city library” 
quickly as the books “will be ready for 
distribution almost at once, for [the] order 
[for books] is being sent immediately.” 
The board decided that each “unit” of 
books (usually, a book per pupil up to 10) 
“may be kept a month by each school, 
provided half of them are returned in two 
weeks’ time, new ones being added.” They 
finished by expressing their hope that 
“most of the books can be transported by 
teachers, thru [sic] cooperation with the 
office of the county superintendent,” but 
they were reserving some funds to cover 
costs of postage. 

The pace of operations picked up quickly after that. On 
February 21st the Prairie Queen School in District 105 
(southeast of present day Briggsdale, near the Morgan 
County line) took out the first 50 cent membership. On 
the 24th, the City Library Board met and resolved to 
grant “housing and caring-for privilege to the new library 
by the City Library.” Over the next few weeks, book and 
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monetary donations started to flow in from individuals, 
organizations, clubs and businesses such as fifteen books 
from the City Library, 100 children’s books from the 
Schriver bookstore at 922 9th Ave. in Greeley, and $25.00 
from the Greeley Woman’s Club. 

By March 10, less than a month after the library’s 
creation, Miss Thomas reported to the AAUW that a total 
of 100 books had been “checked, accessioned, classified, 
cataloged, pocketed, carded, slipped, stamped, marked, 
shellaced [sic] and shelved in [the] Historical room of [the] 
City library.” Of the 100, 63 had been purchased and 37 
were gifts.  In April, the Colorado Library Commission (of 
which Carter had been a member for many years) lent the 
nascent library 120 volumes for a year. Miss Mary Barber, 
a student at the Colorado State Teacher’s College (soon to 
be renamed Colorado State College of Education, CSCE, 
and now known as UNC) started working on the “County 
library books” for 15 hours a week “for experience,” and 
circulation reached 135. The best measure of success: 
by the end of April, 14 one-room schools had paid for 
memberships, and the teachers “coming to Greeley to take 
books out traveled an average of 90 miles.” 

So great was the need and hunger for reading matter, that 
teachers, PTAs, and even students requested that they 
have access to the books after school let out in mid-May. 
Mrs. Ray Brannaman of Gilcrest sought help and ideas 
for “rural summer reading.”  Leila Hallen, the teacher at 
Roggen, first requested 14 books, but finding that number 
“inadequate,” took 30 more, one-half of them for adults. 
“She asked that the books be made due on Friday as 
that is the day the laundryman comes and goes, and will 
deliver the books” reported Miss Thomas. Not to be left out, 
the 4th grade pupils at Big Bend School in LaSalle wanted 
to know what books “4th graders like to read.” To meet the 
demand, the library board solicited donations of books on 
“travel and biography” and by authors such as Zane Grey, 
Booth Tarkington, Grace Livingston Hill, Mary Roberts 
Rinehart, and Owen Wister for adults and “[Louisa May]
Alcott, [Frances Hodgson] Burnett, [Joseph A.] Altsheler 
and [Augusta H.] Seaman” for “juveniles.” 

In late October, Thomas submitted another report to Mrs. 
Garnsey to be shared with the AAUW members whose 
dollars had seeded the library. She mentioned that the 
AAUW made a second donation of $50.00 that, when 
combined with $30.00 from other sources, allowed the 
WCL to open (after expenses were paid) a savings account 
at the First National Bank. Donations of books from 
individuals and vendors had continued to roll in along 
with a “gift box” of books from the “school collection of the 
Denver Public Library” and an additional loan of children’s 
books from the Colorado Library Commission’s “State 
Traveling Library.” Between the purchases, donations and 
loans received since February, the WCL now had 1,039 
books available to circulate, and the circulation of items 
totaled 1,121. In addition, Mary Barber had typed (as of 
August) 2,100 cards for the card catalog and “641 books 
had been cataloged, classified, marked, and shelved.”

Most important and most heartening: desire for WCL’s 
services steadily increased. As early as May 29th, a teacher 
from Sunnyside (School District 36 west of present-day 
Johnstown) asked that the two- and three-room schools in 
the county be allowed to subscribe in the fall. The board 
agreed. Confident the library would have enough books to 
loan, the board permitted the larger schools to check out 
a book per pupil up to 25 for a $1 subscription. At another 
(three-room) school, Wyatt, (east of Ault), primary students 
paid 3 cents each, the intermediates 5 cents each, and the 
older children 6 cents each for their school’s subscription, 
for which they hoped to check out new books with “the 
leaves all there, nice pictures, big print and not too hard.” 

By the end of the fall semester, 18 school districts had paid 
memberships to the Weld County Library including 10 
one-room schools, 4 two-room schools and 4 three-room 
schools. And while 18 schools composed less than 8% of 
the 136 school districts in Weld County in 1931, it equaled 
50% of Weld County schools the Greeley Public served that 
same year (35) with its $1.00 life membership cards. Not 
sure Greeley-based taxpayers would assume that burden 
for their county neighbors much longer, especially as the 
Great Depression grew worse, Greeley officials and city 
library staff were excited by the success of the “upstart” 
library housed in its basement. 

In sum, it took collaboration and unity of purpose as 
well as thriftiness and perseverance to get the Weld 
County Library established in 1931. It took even more 
collaboration and cohesion for it to survive the hardships 
yet to come in the 1930s, some of which we’ll explore in 
future newsletters. All the same, what Albert Carter, Helen 
Thomas, the AAUW, the Greeley Woman’s Club, the Greeley 
Public Library, school officials, teachers, parents and 
even students established that year continues to enrich 
our lives today, 90 years later. The Weld County Library, 
heartline of the High Plains Library District, proved to be 
a timeless Valentine’s gift and a symbol of how much our 
predecessors loved their communities and wanted the best 
for their children.  

Sources quoted in this article come from HPLD’s historical 
and administrative archive, being organized currently. 
Other quotes came from various issues of The Greeley Daily 
Tribune ranging from March, 1930 through the end of 1931. 
You can access The Greeley Daily Tribune and hundreds of 
other newspapers from the NewspaperARCHIVE database 
to which HPLD subscribes. Weld County’s Treasurer and 
Public Trustee website contains the information on Weld 
County School Districts in 1931.
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YES!Sparks
STEM Interview

We’ve got a series of new, STEM-centric take and make kits 
called YES!Sparks hitting the libraries over the next year, 
and to get an idea of just how fun, important, and cool 
STEM can be, we’re interviewing a variety of people who 
live and work in STEM! 

This month we’ve got Julia Derk, a neuroscientist who…
well, why tell you when she can speak for herself?

HPLD: Let’s start with your name:

JD: Julia Derk. 

HPLD: What's your relationship with STEM like? 

JD: I love science as a way of exploring the world around 
me and learning new things. I'm lucky that I'm a scientist 
with my PhD in Neuroscience, so I get to use STEM every 
day in my work where I study the meninges, the covering of 
the brain. 

HPLD: Did you always love STEM stuff?: 

JD: Yes! Ever since I can remember, I was curious about 
how electronics worked, I loved doing experiments, 
dropping different things from a play structure we had in 
our backyard and seeing which fell fastest, and I was very 
curious about the human body, especially the mind. I still 
get so excited about learning STEM stuff in my field or 
others, and even as a young kid I was mesmerized by the 

enormity and complexity of the universe. 

HPLD: If a young person asked you for some advice 
regarding life in STEM, what's the best advice you can 
give?: 

JD: Find mentors and immerse yourself in different 
experiences as much as you can. STEM fields can be hard 
to break into if you don't have someone's help to teach you 
things, write letters of recommendation, and generally 
help you stay safe while doing experiments and exploring 
new techniques. Having a helpful and caring mentor to 
guide you along the way is the best possible way! Don't 
be afraid to email people "cold" and ask them for help, for 
experiences, to shadow them, for internships, or just to ask 
questions about what their life is like. There are so many 
options in STEM!

HPLD: Do you have a mentor or close friend who 
inspired you or helps you out? 

JD: TREMENDOUS NUMBERS. I am most inspired by my 
three older brothers who have always taught me to think 
deeply, be rigorous and independent, and to use the skills 
I develop to better the world. We have a saying in science, 
"that we stand on the shoulders of giants" which I think 
is really true: we have to build upon what brilliant people 
did before us in order to make our next advances, so I also 
respect a bunch of scientists that came before me and built 
incredible tools. Specifically, Ben Barres and Oliver Sacks 
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were two genius men that showed over and over again that 
there are new ways to study the mind and that we must be 
more inclusive and equitable as we do it. 

HPLD: What's your favorite thing to do when you're 
not at work?

JD: Anything outside! I love skiing, hiking, camping, 
swimming, and all activities that are done in nature. 

HPLD: Share something cool or interesting you 
learned recently. 

JD: That Big Bird has cousins all over the world! 

HPLD: Which skills (STEM skills, life skills, etc.) have 
helped you the most in life?

JD: I think my humility to ask for help when I need it has 
been incredibly valuable. Even though I'm pretty smart 
and hardworking, there's a lot that I don't know and a lot 
I haven't experienced, so every step of the way I'm trying 
to find experts and nice people to lend a helping hand. I've 
learned that most people really do want to be collaborative 
and open and that sometimes they can save you weeks of 
work with just a quick helpful hint! 

HPLD: Tell us about a moment of pride from your life.

JD: I mentor a lot of high school students through 
this program I run called, Clear Direction Mentoring. 
Every year when they graduate high school and get into 
incredible schools it's always really emotional for me 
because they often credit the support they got from the 
program as giving them the confidence to succeed and to 
go after their dreams. I think the peak manifestation of 
Clear Direction Mentoring happened in the last year when 
a bunch of the alumni students who are now in college 
reached back out to volunteer as interns for the program. 
It made me so proud to see that not only are they fierce 
and brilliant STEM students that succeed in every way, 
but they're also really keen on giving back and providing 
more opportunities for others, and they ask for nothing 
in return. I feel like that is the greatest success of my life 
so far: mentoring people to keep caring even in the face of 
struggles and adversity. 

HPLD: Tell us about a difficult problem you solved, a 
work problem or a life problem, and how you broke 
through:

JD: When I was growing up there were a lot of family 
members that had brain issues going on that terrified me, 
from neurodegenerative diseases to psychiatric illnesses. 
I chose to become a neuroscientist because I wanted to 
learn more about the brain and why my loved ones were 
declining. It has been challenging every day on my path, 
but really healing and fascinating to make a career out 
of solving the biggest problem and greatest fears of my 
life. When I published my first ever paper on Alzheimer's 
disease, a disease my grandma died from, I snuck in 
a thank you to her in the acknowledgements section. 

Sometimes our pain can be our best teacher and motivator 
to make a difference in the world, and I think that my 
early experiences with learning about how the brain can 
break down motivated me to pursue this career, which is 
rewarding, challenging, and beautiful! 

HPLD: Fill in the blank: "You don't have to ______ to 
love STEM."

JD: be anything but passionate 

HPLD: If people want to connect with you or follow you 
online: 

@DerktasticJulia and @CDM_Mentorship on twitter,  
www.cleardirectionmentoring.com 

YES!fest

YES!Sparks
Jump-Starting
Imagination

YouTube Playlist: mylibrary.us/sparks

Calendar of Events:  
http://bit.ly/hpldsparks

https://twitter.com/BigBird/status/1357795422283173890 
http://www.cleardirectionmentoring.com
https://twitter.com/DerktasticJulia
https://twitter.com/CDM_Mentorship
http://www.cleardirectionmentoring.com
http://bit.ly/hpldsparks
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 Do you watch true crime documentaries in secret, only 
to find yourself closing your laptop and throwing it across 
the room in a panic when your significant other enters the 
room?

 Do you lie awake at night, wondering what makes family 
annihilators tick?

 Have you found yourself down a 2am YouTube/Reddit/
Websleuths rabbit hole, for the third time this week?

 Is your true crime podcast queue getting out of hand?

 Do you suffer from these symptoms in silence?

Don’t worry, you are not alone, help is at hand.  

At HPLD, we don’t usually provide psychological support 
for our patrons as s service, but let’s face it, books and 
information have always been a source of comfort to the 
restless mind. In that vein, we have a new book club for 
those of you who really need to connect with like-minded 

individuals who have questions...and opinions! The True 
Crime Storytime book club discusses a wide range of 
books, podcasts, and documentaries, relating to a variety 
of true crime cases. If you haven’t read the book, don’t 
worry, there will be plenty to talk about.  

In March, we’ll be reading the The Devil’s Knot, by Mara 
Levitt, which explores the West Memphis Three/Robin 
Hood Hills murders. If something you want to read is not 
in our collection, you can always order it via Prospector or 
Interlibrary Loan. 

So don’t suffer in silence. Join our small, friendly group 
for the True Crime Storytime Book Club (virtually, for now) 
the fourth Tuesday of every month at 6pm, online.  

True Crime 
QUIZ
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https://www.gotomeet.me/HighPlainsOnline/truecrime 
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Books 
KISSING 

by Valerie

It’s time to warm up 
this winter with these 
*chef’s kiss* Romance 
Books! Romance 
novels sometimes get 
a bad rep, but I’m 
here to tell you that 
there is something for 
everyone in romance: 
empowerment, 
humor, history, 
murder, fantasy, 
diversity, and yes: lots 
of kissing. So if any 
of those things strike 
your fancy, if you’re 
a diehard romance 
fan, or you just want 
to try something 
new, check out these 
steamy reads! 

Red, White, and 
Royal Blue
by Casey McQuiston 

The First Son of the 
United States and 
the Prince of England 
fall in LURVE. There 
is snippy snappy 
dialogue, Star Wars 
references, swoon 
worthy romance, and 
an incident with some 
killer turkeys…need 
we say more? Steam 
Level: 5/10

Josh and Hazel’s 
Guide to Not Dating 
by Christina Lauren

This best-friends-to-
lovers catnip is full 
of laugh out loud 

moments, a perfectly 
supportive hero, 
double dating hijinks, 
and a quirky heroine 
who can’t hold her 
liquor. Much romance 
ensues. Steam Level: 
7/10 

Get a Life, Chloe 
Brown
by Talia Hibbert

A sexy and hilarious 
romp featuring a PoC, 
chronically ill, geeky 
heroine, an artistic 
motorcycle-riding 
bad boy, and lists. 

Intrigued? You should 
be! Steam Level: 8/10

Rhapsodic
by Laura Thalassa 

Perfect for fans of 
Sarah J Maas, this 

http://Red, White, and Royal Blue
http://Red, White, and Royal Blue
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2209674?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2209674?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2255953?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2255953?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2143575?lang=eng
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fantasy romance 
is about a siren 
who owes many, 
many IOUs to the 
handsome and 
magical Bargainer. 
Add in some 
mysterious murders 
in a Fae kingdom, 
some scorching 
hot romance, 
and tantalizing 
flashbacks, and 
you’ve got a most 
excellent read. Steam 
Level: 9/10

Always Only You 
by Chloe Liese

A grumpy autistic 
heroine and a teddy 
bear of a hockey 
player get up close 
and personal in this 
steamy romance. 
If you loved forced 
proximity, found 
family, and strong 
women, you’ll love 
this book! Steam 
Level: 9/10

A Bride Most 
Begrudging 
by Deeanne Gist

Set in the early 
days of the Virginia 
colonies, when 
"tobacco brides" or 
eligible young women 
seeking a better life 
in America were 
bartered for with 

barrels of tobacco, 
this Inspirational 
romance features 
a marriage of 
convenience, a 
mathematician 
lady, a heartbroken 
hero, and a wooden 
bathtub. Steam Level: 
2/10

The Bromance Book 
Club 
by Lyssa Kay Adams

Romance novels 
aren’t just for ladies! 
A second chance 
romance in which a 
major league baseball 
player joins a men-
only secret romance 
book club in order to 
win back the love of 
his wife. Steam Level: 
6/10

Beach Read 
by Emily Henry

An enemies-to-lovers 
rom-com with cults, 
a grumpy rival hero, 
a cast of quirky side 
characters, and a 
whole lot of love. This 
book explores the 
nature of grief while 
delivering a tongue-
in-cheek approach to 
the romance genre. 
Steam Level: 5/10

The Devil in Winter 
by Lisa Kleypas

In this third book of 
the Wallflower series, 
a shy gambling hall 
heiress proposes 
a marriage of 
convenience to a 
devilish rake. Can 
they find a way into 
the each other’s 
guarded hearts? 
Steam Level: 7/10

Polaris Rising 
by Jessie Mihalik

A space princess and 
a space outlaw fight 
an oppressive regime 
and fall in love. Get 
ready for a rousing 
adventure, political 
intrigue, and steamy 
romance! Steam 
Level: 8/10

Verity 
by Colleen Hoover
Are you ready for 

a creepy romance 
experience you 
didn’t see coming? 
Check out this genre 
bending romantic 
thriller. A handsome 
and mysterious man 
hires a struggling 
writer to finish his 
injured wife’s famous 
book series. As the 
hired writer learns 
more about the dead 
woman and starts 
developing feelings 
for her employer, she 
begins to discover 
that all is not at it 
seems. Don’t read 
this one before bed. 
Steam Level: 5/10

Obsidian 
by Jennifer L 
Armentrout
 
ALIENS. This book 
has ‘em. The first 
book in a YA series 
about a human 
girl and her sexy 
alien love, with 
all the romance, 
hilarious banter, and 
conspiracy you could 
ask for. Steam Level: 
3/10

The Lady’s Guide to 
Celestial Mechanics 
by Olivia Waite

A historical slow 
burn romance about 
a lady astronomer 

and her embroidery 
loving patroness. 
Lots of feminism and 
Regency lady love all 
around! Steam Level: 
7/10

Wicked Deeds on a 
Winter’s Night  
by Kresley Cole

If you’re in the 
mood for something 
supernaturally 
bonkers AND 
super steamy, look 
no further! The 
third book in the 
Immortals After Dark 
series, this book has 
a ruthless Highland 
werewolf, a powerful 
witch, action and 
adventure, a fantastic 
world full of magic, 
and (of course) lots 
and lots of kissing. 
Steam Level: 9/10
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https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2264773?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1104255?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1104255?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2239106?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2239106?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2254053?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1117666?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2222092?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2224471?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1295100?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2242012?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2242012?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1168422?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1168422?lang=eng
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So You’ve Binged 

Bridgerton
by Meagan Day
 
Netflix’s hit series Bridgerton smashed Netflix Christmas 
viewing records and has awakened a taste for historical 
romance. Looking for your next source of swoons while 
you wait for season 2? We’ve got your back. Here are ten 
historical romance series packed with passion, drama, 
ballrooms, scandal, and adventure. Any one of these 
will keep you reading until the next Bridgerton faces the 
marriage mart, and who knows? Maybe one of them will be 
the next big Netflix series!

Secrets of a Summer Night
by Lisa Kleypas
Along with Julia Quinn (the 
author of the Bridgerton books), 
Lisa Kleypas is one of the most 
beloved writers of historical 
romance. Her Wallflowers series 
follows four friends who, for 
reasons of fortune, personality, 
or connection, haven’t found 
success on the marriage mart. 
Until they team up, naturally. 
This series is widely considered 
a romance classic, and fans have 
been clamoring for Hollywood 
to snatch it up for TV screens 
everywhere.

Book 
eBook 

Romancing the Duke by Tessa Dare

Tessa Dare, like Julia Quinn, is known for sparkling 
dialogue and a good sense of humor, and her Castles Ever 
After series is a great place to start. In this series opener, 
Izzy Goodnight is the impoverished daughter of the author 
of beloved children’s stories – the historical equivalent 
of the Harry Potter series. She grew up believing in fairy 
tales, but now would settle for a solid roof over her head. 
Enter her inheritance of an actual castle, complete with 
the wounded, nearly blind, ill-tempered duke in residence.
Book
eBook
Audio eBook

Wicked and the Wallflower  
by Sarah MacLean

Did you find yourself most 
compelled by the story of the 
bareknuckle boxing son of a 
duke intent on revenge? Let us 
introduce you to Sarah MacLean! 
Wicked and the Wallflower is the 
first in the Bareknuckle Bastards 
series, and follows spinster 
Felicity Faircloth as she pursues 
a good marriage to save her 
family — as well as the powerful 
criminal (and illegitimate son of 
a duke) who promises to help her 

but has an agenda of his own.
Book
eBook
Audio eBook

The Duke Who Didn’t by Courtney Milan

Were you captivated by the racially diverse casting 
of Bridgerton? Are you interested in seeing more 
historical romance featuring characters from a variety 
of backgrounds? You don’t want to miss Colorado author 
Courtney Milan. From the first page on, this introductory 
title to The Wedgeford Trials series is packed with delight.
Book

To Have and to Hoax  
by Martha Waters
This story of passionate 
newlyweds who have a falling 
out should put you in mind of a 
specific duke and his Bridgerton 
bride. It’s a historical romantic 
comedy of errors as the estranged 
couple compete to teach each 
other a lesson, and in the 
process discover that maybe their 
marriage isn’t as over as they’d 
assumed.
Book

https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1092357
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12413948
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1332480
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1367217
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11587896
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2165738
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/13560297
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12119660
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2271572
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2245653
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Forbidden by Beverly Jenkins

Did you enjoy the historical setting of Bridgerton, but 
find yourself wishing for something set on the other side 
of the Atlantic? Beverly Jenkins could be the author for 
you! She’s widely considered one of the masters of the 
genre, and while she doesn’t ignore the difficulties facing 
characters of color in the historical U.S., she also features 
strong family and community bonds as well as (of course) 
a happily-ever-after!
Book
eBook

Sweet Disorder by Rose Lerner

If you found yourself drawn into the lives of Bridgerton’s 
dressmakers, actresses, and housekeepers, you may want 
to try Rose Lerner’s Lively St. Lemeston books. Although 
the gentry is present in the town of St. Lemeston, the focus 
here is largely on the working classes.
Book

It Takes Two to Tumble by Cat Sebastian

For some LGBTQ+ historical romance, complete with 
delightfully light tone and happily-ever-after, you might 
want to try Cat Sebastian. This is a gender-bent retelling 
of The Sound of Music, with country vicar Ben taking the 

role of Maria to seafaring Phillip’s Captain von Trapp.
Book
eBook
Audio eBook

Marry in Haste by Anne Gracie

If Daphne and Simon’s practical arrangement that 
grew into love had you swooning, you might want to 
try this marriage of convenience story. When Major 
Rutherford returns to England he finds that he’s inherited 
responsibility for his younger sisters. What better solution 
to the problem of sisters than a marriage of convenience to 
their teacher?
Book
Audio eBook

Bringing Down the Duke by Evie Dunmore

Was the independent, bookish Eloise your favorite 
Bridgerton? Bringing Down the Duke has more of what 
you’re looking for! Annabelle Archer is part of the first 
class of women to attend Oxford University, and her 
scholarship requires her to work for the cause of women’s 
suffrage. Her project: recruit the Duke of Montgomery to 
the cause.
Book
eBook
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When we do a storytime, we’re used to seeing smiling faces looking back at us! We miss the waves and 
greetings we get when you all come in to check out an armload of books! 

We’re collecting photos and videos that show HPLD making a positive impact in your communities. If you 
have a moment, send us a picture of your curbside pickup or the items that’ve kept you busy and happy  

while you’ve been stuck at home. We’d love a picture of your family cozying up for a movie night with an  
HPLD-provided movie. A peaceful moment reading on the porch. Whatever your style, and whether our 

impact is big or small, we want to see it!

Anything you have, post it and tag us online. We’re @myhpld on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

Want to show our staff some love?
Want to tell everyone you’ve got the  

best libraries in the world?

https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1403627
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12348801
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2101898
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2257992
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12669475
http://Audio eBook
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1965878
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11879392
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2234852
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2239030
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You may recall that before 
High Plains Library District 
purchased its admin 
building, the building was 
a bank. You may recall, if 
you’ve seen any of the billion 
heist movies out there, 
that banks all have a vault 
inside. Long story short, 
when we bought our admin 
building, we bought a vault, 
too. One October evening in 
the vault, I found a bunch of 
cult movies. Yes, someone 
had purchased a whole 
bunch of cult films on DVD, 
Blu-Ray, and I even found 
purchase records for digital 
copies. From there forward, 
it was my mission to pass 
on these wonderful cult 
titles for all to enjoy.

This month’s entry: The 
Stuff

Oh, The Stuff.

The Stuff is a charming 
knockoff of The Blob, 
complete with some fun 
practical effects, a sort-of 
commentary on diet trends 
of the 80’s, and a child 
actor doing completely 
nonsensical things like 
hiding in the tank part of 
a tanker truck, expecting 
that to be a safe spot.

The movie starts with a 
guy working in a quarry. 
This fellow comes across 
a bubbling pool of goo at 
the quarry’s bottom. Upon 
discovering this pool of 
white goo, this gentleman 
dips a finger in and 
immediately puts the goo in 
his mouth.

Kids, I doubt you’re reading 
this, but if you are, Kids: 

don’t put mysterious goos 
from the bottom of a quarry 
in your mouth, ever, for any 
reason. 

Hmm...maybe this warning 
is needed for older men who 
work in quarries…

Older Men Who Work In 
Quarries: If you come 
across a goo bubbling up 
from the ground, don’t taste 
it. 

Here are some alternatives 
to tasting the goo:
● Call someone else over
● Examine it visually
● Use a gizmo to see if it’s 
radioactive 

Really, any 
other way of 
examining 
this goo is 
better than 
putting it in 
your mouth. 
Putting it in 
your mouth 
is the worst 
way to 
assess this 
situation. 

Anyway, it 
turns out 
that the goo 
is delicious. 
So we cut to the goo being 
sold everywhere, and it’s 
creatively named The Stuff.

One challenge watching 
The Stuff is what I call the 
Ken Jennings Challenge. 
Ken Jennings, Jeopardy 
champ, once told of his 
family tradition: When 
they’re watching a movie, 
if someone in the movie 
says the name of the movie, 

everyone stands up and 
claps. So, if you’re watching 
Stop! Or My Mom Will Shoot 
and you get to the part of 
the movie where Stallone 
says, “Stop! Or my mom will 
shoot” the right thing to do 
is stand up and clap (and 
not just because the mom 
in question is Estelle Getty, 
a Hollywood treasure).

But if you try that with 
The Stuff, you’ll end up 
with a soreness that can 
only be described as epic. 
Bro, you’ll be swole to the 
point that you’ll be the envy 
of all your gym bros, but 
only until they discover 

that you’ve 
paid a 
hefty price 
for those 
quads. A 
hefty price 
indeed…

The Stuff 
is kind 
of like an 
ice cream, 
kind of 
like a Cool 
Whip, kind 
of like a 
yogurt, and 
everyone 
starts 
eating it. 

Best of all, it turns out to 
be good for you! So we get 
a couple scenes of people 
clearing out their entire 
kitchens of other foods, 
replacing it all with The 
Stuff.

It’s been my experience 
that most “diet” foods either 
let you down in the flavor 
department, or they taste 
great and have some other 

horrific problem. The Stuff 
falls into the latter category 
as it turns out The Stuff is 
alive and possesses people 
who eat it. If The Stuff were 
real, I can see the downside 
of being totally possessed, 
but there’s something to 
be said for basically being 
able to eat ice cream 24/7. 
I’m not proud to admit 
that there are times when 
I might give up my entire 
personality to be able to eat 
ice cream and nothing else. 

You might notice I haven’t 
spent much time talking 
about the plot of The Stuff. 
That’s because the plot 
is pretty confusing and 
unimportant. There’s a 
corporate spy, a little kid, a 
marketer, and then there’s 
a guy named Chocolate 
Chip Charlie who is a sort 
of Otis Spunkmeyer cookie 
magnate, who wants to 
bring down the company 
selling The Stuff because 
nobody wants to eat cookies 
anymore now that The Stuff 
has hit the market. By the 
time Paul Sorvino shows up 
as a militia man who also 
owns a radio station for 
some reason, I’ve lost the 
plot. 

But watching The Stuff for 
its plot is like watching 
Chopping Mall for incisive 
commentary on American 
consumerism: You’ve come 
to the wrong movie. Instead, 
I encourage watching The 
Stuff for its effects, some of 
which are super gross and 
great, and also as a counter 
to The Blob (1988), which 
goes to show you just how 
different two movies about a 
pile of goo can be.

Cult Movie Vault:
The Stuff

https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2232074?lang=eng
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2232074?lang=eng
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11955345
https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1384394?lang=eng
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LIBRARIES  Visit www.MyLibrary.us/locations-and-hours for library hours

BOOK DEPOSITS

Administration & Support Services
2650 West 29th Street
Greeley, CO 80631 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Carbon Valley Regional Library
7 Park Avenue
Firestone, CO 80504
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Centennial Park Library 
2227 23rd Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Eaton Public Library
132 Maple Avenue
Eaton, CO 80615
(970) 454-2189

Erie Community Library
400 Powers Street
Erie, CO 80516
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Farr Regional Library
1939 61st Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Fort Lupton Public & School Library 
425 S. Denver Avenue
Fort Lupton, CO 80621 
(303) 857-7180

Glenn A. Jones, M.D. Memorial Library
400 S. Parish Avenue
Johnstown, CO 80534
(970) 587-2459

Hudson Public Library
100 S. Beech Street
Hudson, CO 80642
(303) 536-4550

Kersey Library
415 1st Street
Kersey, CO 80644
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Lincoln Park Library
1012 11th Street
Greeley, CO 80631 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Nantes Library
703 Birch Street
Gilcrest, CO 80623 
(970) 737-1035

Northern Plains Public Library
216 2nd Street
Ault, CO 80610 
(970) 834-1259

Outreach
2650 W. 29th Street
Greeley, CO 80631
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Platteville Public Library
504 Marion Avenue
Platteville, CO 80651
(970) 785-2231

Riverside Library & Cultural Center
3700 Golden Street
Evans, CO 80620
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Pierce Senior Center
321 Main
Pierce, CO  80650

Hill & Park Senior Center
4205 Yosemite Dr.
Greeley, CO 80634

Prairie View Senior Center
1151 Main St.
Hudson, CO  80632

Milliken Senior Center
1101 Broad Street
Milliken, CO 80543

Need one-on-one 
help? Book a  
librarian today.
Book a Librarian Appointments 
are free, one-on-one computer 
help sessions with tech specialists 
that are designed to answer all of 
your in-depth questions! They are 
available in English and Spanish. 

Visit MyLibrary.us/
services/#book_a_ 
librarian or call us at  
1-888-861-7323 to request  
an appointment.

PUBLIC COMPUTER CENTERS
Briggsdale Community 
Library
210 Main Street
Briggsdale, CO 80611

Milliken Public Computer 
Center
1109 Broad Street
Milliken, CO 80543 
(970) 660-5045

Evans Community Complex
1100 37th Street
Evans, CO 80620
(970) 475-1125

Nunn Town Hall
185 Lincoln Avenue
Nunn, CO 80648  
(970) 897-2385

AFFILIATED LOCATIONS
Hazel E. Johnson Research Center  
at the City of Greeley Museum
714 8th Street, Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 350-9220

Poudre Learning Center
8313 West F Street, Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 352-1267

http://www.mylibrary.us/locations-and-hours/
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