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When we do a storytime, we’re used to seeing smiling faces looking back at us! We miss the waves and 
greetings we get when you all come in to check out an armload of books! 

We’re collecting photos and videos that show HPLD making a positive impact in your communities. If you 
have a moment, send us a picture of your curbside pickup or the items that’ve kept you busy and happy 

while you’ve been stuck at home. We’d love a picture of your family cozying up for a movie night with an  
HPLD-provided movie. A peaceful moment reading on the porch. Whatever your style, and whether our 

impact is big or small, we want to see it!

Anything you have, post it and tag us online. We’re @myhpld on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

Want to show our staff some love?
Want to tell everyone you’ve got the  

best libraries in the world?
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First things first, THANK YOU for 
responding to the future library 
survey. We got a large number 
of responses that will really help 
shape the future for HPLD and the 
communities we serve. It was great to 
see a community so passionate about 
libraries and what the future holds.

Surveying and honesty can be a 
scary thing. What if we can’t deliver 
what people really want? What if 
what people want is so far outside 

of our expectations that we have to 
completely change course? 

Sometimes it’s necessary to do the 
scary work. We're talking about the 
long-term future of library services at 
HPLD and the long term future of the 
communities we serve here.

The results were wonderful. We’ve 
learned a lot about what you value 
in libraries and what you think the 
future should look like. 

We recognize that this is only the first 
step of many. Now that we’ve got some 
ideas of what a lot of you would like, 
we can move forward knowing that 
we’re in it together.

Here are a few highlights, but for more 
info you can head over to mylibrary.
us/futurelibrary and see updated 
project documents as well as a deeper 
dive into the data, which is coming 
soon.  

The Survey 
Results Are In
See What the Community Would Like in the New Library

http://mylibrary.us/futurelibrary
http://mylibrary.us/futurelibrary


48 8 8 . 8 6 1 . 7 3 2 3   ·   w w w . m y l i b r a r y . u s   ·   H i g h  P l a i n s  L i b r a r y  D i s t r i c t   ·   F a l l  2 0 2 0  n e w s l e t t e r

Traditional Library Spaces

We asked respondents to pick a top 3 traditional library 
spaces they’d like to see in the new library. When you 
think “library,” what should absolutely be there?
The top pick was a fireplace/lounge space, followed by 
what was nearly a 3-way tie between a children’s space, 
a café space, and quiet reading spaces. Those 4 spaces 
stood out from the rest by a wide margin. A fireplace/
lounge space winning in a survey that went out in summer 
is not something to be ignored, and the idea of finding 
somewhere comfy to hang out and read or work sounds 
pretty dreamy right about now.

Multipurpose / Event Spaces

When it came to some multipurpose spaces, event spaces 
with flexible seating and tables was a far and away winner, 
followed by small group collaboration spots. With the 
popularity of our large meeting rooms, this doesn’t come 
as a surprise, but it’s still a good confirmation of what 
we’ve been thinking: It’s hard to find a big meeting space 
that’s cheap or free, and this is something the community 
will make good use of. 

Innovation Spaces

We asked you about some new ideas, some innovative 
programming spaces, and with these the responses were a 
little more evenly distributed. We still had a clear winner 
with arts and crafts spaces, followed by science and tech 
space (robotics, 3D printing), an interactive children’s 
museum, and culinary spaces. What’s nice about this data 
is that it helps us plan the future library, but it also helps 
us right now. Our staff will be looking at this data and 
seeing the sorts of programs and offerings that might be in 
need right now.

Thanks again for completing the survey. If you’d like to 
see more, visit www.mylibrary.us/futurelibrary for 
updates, more data highlights, and next steps in the 
building process.

“Make the space easily 
accessible for seniors.”

“Add a Friends of the
Library bookstore to sell 
donated items.”

“I really enjoy your annual visiting 
author/speaker programs. With so 
few bookstores left, the library is left 
holding the bag, which could be an 
opportunity.”

4
5.

91
%

61
.4

1%

4
0

.5
9%

28
.6

0
%

24
.2

9%

16
.0

8%

15
.4

7%

N
A

41
.8

7%

41
.4

6%

41
.14

%

25
.3

2%

23
.6

2%

23
.10

% 10
.4

4
%

19
.0

1%

8.
0

1%

4
8.

41
%

41
.19

%

34
.8

7%

29
.5

1%

21
.0

2%29
.12

%

26
.8

6%

24
.5

1% 13
.5

8%

13
.3

2%

Fireplace Lounge

Children’s Space

Cafe Reading Room

Quiet Reading Room

Teen/Tween Space

Individual Reading Room

Art Display Space

Social Gathering Space

Group Reading Room

Other

Arts/Crafts Space

Children’s Space

Kid’s Interactive Museum

Culinary Arts Kitchen

Job/Vocational Space

Multi-Purpose Flex Space

Music/Video Production

Art/Gallery/Marketplace

Wood/Metals Shop

Photography Studio

Event Space

Small Group Spaces

Large Work Spaces

Open Workspace

Classrooms

Lecture Space

Other

Traditional Library Spaces/Programming

Multi-Purpose Spaces/Programming

Innovation Spaces/Programming

4
5.

91
%

61
.4

1%

4
0

.5
9%

28
.6

0
%

24
.2

9%

16
.0

8%

15
.4

7%

N
A

41
.8

7%

41
.4

6%

41
.14

%

25
.3

2%

23
.6

2%

23
.10

% 10
.4

4
%

19
.0

1%

8.
0

1%

4
8.

41
%

41
.19

%

34
.8

7%

29
.5

1%

21
.0

2%29
.12

%

26
.8

6%

24
.5

1% 13
.5

8%

13
.3

2%

Fireplace Lounge

Children’s Space

Cafe Reading Room

Quiet Reading Room

Teen/Tween Space

Individual Reading Room

Art Display Space

Social Gathering Space

Group Reading Room

Other

Arts/Crafts Space

Children’s Space

Kid’s Interactive Museum

Culinary Arts Kitchen

Job/Vocational Space

Multi-Purpose Flex Space

Music/Video Production

Art/Gallery/Marketplace

Wood/Metals Shop

Photography Studio

Event Space

Small Group Spaces

Large Work Spaces

Open Workspace

Classrooms

Lecture Space

Other

Traditional Library Spaces/Programming

Multi-Purpose Spaces/Programming

Innovation Spaces/Programming

4
5.

91
%

61
.4

1%

4
0

.5
9%

28
.6

0
%

24
.2

9%

16
.0

8%

15
.4

7%

N
A

41
.8

7%

41
.4

6%

41
.14

%

25
.3

2%

23
.6

2%

23
.10

% 10
.4

4
%

19
.0

1%

8.
0

1%

4
8.

41
%

41
.19

%

34
.8

7%

29
.5

1%

21
.0

2%29
.12

%

26
.8

6%

24
.5

1% 13
.5

8%

13
.3

2%

Fireplace Lounge

Children’s Space

Cafe Reading Room

Quiet Reading Room

Teen/Tween Space

Individual Reading Room

Art Display Space

Social Gathering Space

Group Reading Room

Other

Arts/Crafts Space

Children’s Space

Kid’s Interactive Museum

Culinary Arts Kitchen

Job/Vocational Space

Multi-Purpose Flex Space

Music/Video Production

Art/Gallery/Marketplace

Wood/Metals Shop

Photography Studio

Event Space

Small Group Spaces

Large Work Spaces

Open Workspace

Classrooms

Lecture Space

Other

Traditional Library Spaces/Programming

Multi-Purpose Spaces/Programming

Innovation Spaces/Programming

http://www.mylibrary.us/futurelibrary
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By Salah McKloskey and Sandra Kelly, 
Outreach librarians

Who is eligible to vote?

To register to vote in Colorado you 
must be a citizen of the United States, 
and at least 18 years old. In addition, 
you must be a resident of Colorado 
for at least 22 days before the election 
and not serving a sentence, detention, 
or confinement for a felony conviction. 
People who are on probation or parole 
ARE eligible to vote.

Am I too late to register to 
vote? Can I see if I am already 
registered to vote? 

Colorado allows for in-person, 
same-day registration at polling 
stations and voter service centers 
throughout your county through 
Election Day. To receive your ballot 
in the mail, you must register by 
October 26. Other voter registration 
deadlines can be found through the 
Official Colorado Secretary of State 
website.

Where can I vote on Election Day? 

If you have already registered to 
vote, you will be assigned a polling 
place based on the address you have 
provided on your registration. You can 
also find the locations and hours of 
all 24-Hour Ballot Drop-Offs, voter 
service centers, and polling stations 
in Weld County on the Official Weld 
County Elections Department 
website. Ballots will be mailed out to 
all Active Registered Voters on October 
9th. 

What should I bring with me to 
vote?

If you are voting in-person, proof of 
identification is required. You can look 
through the official list of acceptable 
forms of identification through the 
Official Colorado Secretary of State 
website. If you are voting by mail for 
the first time, you may need to include 
a photocopy of your identification 

with your ballot. Please contact the 
Colorado Secretary of State’s Office 
or the Weld County Clerk’s Office for 
additional assistance. 

If you do not have identification you 
may still be able to go to the polls and 
cast a vote. Do not assume you cannot 
vote! You may cast a provisional ballot 
which allows alternative forms of 
verifying your identity. You can find 
more information about provisional 
ballots through the Official Colorado 
Secretary of State website.

What is on my ballot?

Sample ballots are available through 
various resources such as the Official 
Weld County Elections Department 
website, Official Colorado Secretary 
of State website, Ballotpedia, etc. 
You can even print out a copy of your 
sample ballot at one of your local 
library locations and bring it with you 
to the poll to keep track of how you 
are voting.

Also keep in mind that you are not 
required to vote on every ballot 
item. Your ballot is still valid if you 
don't vote on every item.

What are some assistance 
resources for voters with 
disabilities?

Colorado law requires voting 
accessibility for voters with 

physical, mental, language and other 
disabilities. Additional information 
can be found through the Official 
Colorado Secretary of State website. 

Where can I get additional 
information about the candidates 
and issues?

Good, nonpartisan information 
sources include The League of 
Women Voters, Ballotpedia and 
ISideWith.com. In addition, the High 
Plains Library District is partnering 
with the Immigrant and Refugee 
Center of Northern Colorado to 
provide classes on registration and 
voting. Please call 970-302-5622 for 
more information.

Common  oting 
Questions

I VOTED

https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHome.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHome.html
https://www.weldgov.com/departments/clerk_and_recorder/elections_department
https://www.weldgov.com/departments/clerk_and_recorder/elections_department
https://www.weldgov.com/departments/clerk_and_recorder/elections_department
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/acceptableFormsOfID.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/acceptableFormsOfID.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHome.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHome.html
https://www.weldgov.com/departments/clerk_and_recorder/elections_departmenthttps://www.weldgov.com/departments/clerk_and_recorder/elections_department
https://www.weldgov.com/departments/clerk_and_recorder/elections_departmenthttps://www.weldgov.com/departments/clerk_and_recorder/elections_department
https://www.weldgov.com/departments/clerk_and_recorder/elections_departmenthttps://www.weldgov.com/departments/clerk_and_recorder/elections_department
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHome.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHome.html?https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHome.html?
https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHome.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHome.html
https://www.lwv.org/
https://www.lwv.org/
https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page
http://hwww.isidewith.com
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We’d like to take a moment 
to recognize Rick Medrano, 
Outreach Librarian at High 
Plains Library District, 
who is one of the three 
recipients of the 2020 
ABOS Rising Stars Award, 
an award that highlights 
the achievements of those 
new to the bookmobile and 
outreach profession. 

Rick has a passion for 
serving, and this is evident 
in his commitment to 
serve the most vulnerable 
patrons: homeless and 
transitional patrons. He 
used his leadership skills 
to re-envision an existing 
stop at the homeless 
shelter and add a stop at 
an apartment building 
that helps homeless 
patrons’ transition into 
apartment living. Rick’s 
welcoming attitude and 
approachability has 
increased services to 
the most vulnerable, 
inviting them to feel a 
sense of belonging to the 
library. Rick also assists 
at the Inter-Community 

Corrections Services (ICCS) 
to ensure that the library is 
providing services to newly 
released patrons. He assists 
them in library card sign 
up and materials checkout. 

The impact Rick has on 
his community is vast. He 
works with newcomers, 
rural communities, patrons 
experiencing homelessness, 
seniors, patrons re-entering 
society, school-aged 
children, and any patron in 
need of services. 

If you see Rick out 
and about, give him a 
“Congrats!”

If you’d like to celebrate 
with us, the Rising Stars 
Award will be presented 
at the Awards Ceremony 
to be held on Wednesday, 
October 14, during the 
2020 Virtual Conference 
of the Association of 
Bookmobile and Outreach 
Services. The ceremony 
starts at 9:30 a.m. CST.

Each newsletter, we will 
highlight a database 
resource we think you 
would love but may not 
know about. Look here in 
future editions for more 
featured databases!

Try Ancestry’s Library 
Edition here: www.
mylibrary.us/all_
research_services

Ancestry Library Haiku:

Find your ancestors.
Records and documents, 
check!
You have free time, right?

Golfers hit the links on September 11 to support literacy 
programs that make our community thrive. Thanks to our 
generous sponsors and teams we raised over $26,500 
in support of our 10th Annual Links for Literacy Golf 
Tournament! All funds raised enrich the lives of our 
community’s youth through Library District and Kiwanis 
initiatives including 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten, 
Summer Reading Adventure, Writer in Residence, Key 
Clubs, Builder Clubs, and scholarships for local high 
school seniors.

Awards 
Season

Database 
Spotlight

Links for 
LiteracyPhoto courtesy of Alex 

McIntyre/Staff Photographer 
for the Greeley Tribune

https://abos-outreach.com/conference
https://abos-outreach.com/conference
https://abos-outreach.com/conference
https://abos-outreach.com/conference
http://www.mylibrary.us/all_research_services
http://www.mylibrary.us/all_research_services
http://www.mylibrary.us/all_research_services
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No matter what your child's age, reading together is the 
single best way that you can help your child get ready 
to read independently. You might be asking, “How early 
should I get started?” The American Academy of Pediatrics 
recommends reading to children from birth! They’ve found 
that children who are read to during infancy 
and preschool years start school with 
better language skills and more interest in 
reading.

1000 Books Before Kindergarten is a free 
library program, made possible in part 
by a grant from Elevations Foundation. 
The program gives parents a structured 
path toward reading readiness by making 
reading 1000 books an achievable goal. 

We get occasional questions 
about the program, so we 
thought it’d be good to 
answer them for everyone 
in our newsletter!

Reading 1000 books 
sounds like a lot…

If 1000 books sound like 
a huge number, consider 
this: If you read one book a day, you 
could finish in less than three years. 
Ten books per week? Less than two 
years. In as little as 15 minutes a 
day, families can build the skills for 
future school and life success. Don’t 
worry about book number 1000 or 500 or even number 
12. Just focus on today’s book today and tomorrow’s book 
tomorrow.

What are the rules?

None. No rules. There are no required books. The books 
don’t have to be from the library, and it doesn’t even have 
to be the entire book. Plus, you can read the same book 
over and over again. Every book you read counts, and 
since repetition is a key to learning, it’s great to read the 
same book more than once. Make it work for you! 

 

What else should I know?

There are lots of other benefits to reading a little every 
day. Parents and caregivers who spend time reading to 
their children create nurturing relationships, which are 

important for a child’s cognitive, language 
and social-emotional development. Reading 
to children from birth also expands 
background knowledge, encourages 
imagination, builds language skills, and 

increases vocabulary. These are all 
important skills for school success. The 
best way to teach early literacy skills 
is by instilling a love for stories at the 

youngest possible age.  

So how does the program work?

Once you register, it’s as easy as tracking 
the number of books that you read with your 

child. For every 100 books read, your child 
will receive a finger puppet. You already 
know that the time spent reading with 
your child is the most precious reward, 

but High Plains Library District wants 
to recognize the accomplishment 
of finishing 1000 Books Before 
Kindergarten and shout it to the world. 
When your child completes the program, 
they will receive a free book to keep, a 
completion certificate, recognition on 

their branch library wall-of-fame, and a 
window decal for your car or home.   

Sounds fun! How do we sign up?

Glad you asked! To begin your child’s journey to 1000 
Books Before Kindergarten, register online through http://
highplains.beanstack.org or stop by your library. With 
registration, you and your child will receive a set of early 
literacy activity cards, a Unite for Literacy book, and a 
backpack to keep. A parent guide is also included with 
more information. Tracking your reading through http://
highplains.beanstack.org is simple and convenient. If 
you prefer, paper reading logs are provided at your branch 
library.  For convenience, more information and paper 
reading logs are also available to print here. It’s simple 
and you can start now!

Reaching 1000 Books 
Before Kindergarten
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http://highplains.beanstack.org
http://highplains.beanstack.org
http://highplains.beanstack.org
http://highplains.beanstack.org
https://www.mylibrary.us/services/#1000BBK
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Longtime HPLD partners and users know all about Food 
For Fines. But for anyone new, or anyone who’s only 
recently racked up some fines (it’s cool, we’ve all been 
there): Food for Fines is your chance to drop off non-
perishable food items that go directly to our local food 
banks. One can gets you $1 off your fines, and you can do 
this for a total of $70 bucks! 

Savvy shoppers can do the math on that, and it could 
really help you out while also helping families in the 
community. Food for Fines runs from October 11th to the 
24th, so you’ve got some time to find good deals.

We don’t want to stop there. This year has been tough on a 
lot of people, and food banks are in need. So, we’d love it if 
you’d donate even if you don’t have library fines. Bring in 
some non-perishable foods, drop ‘em in the bin, and we’ll 
get them to people who could really use ‘em. And if you’re 
coming to the library anyway, it’ll save you a trip.

We get a lot of great donations every year, and we want to 
encourage everyone to think broadly about what makes for 
a good donation.

 We usually get a lot of canned veggies and boxed items 
that are perfect for a Thanksgiving feast. But remember, 
other items like tuna, peanut butter, and canned chili 
can really make someone’s day. Dried grains like pasta, 
rice, and oatmeal are great! Dried and canned beans are 
wonderful. And things like cooking oil and spices are 
always in demand, just make sure they’re unopened and 
not close to expiration.

Think about the packaged, non-perishable stuff you love, 
and pass on a little of that love to some folks in need.

We’ll take Food For Fines donations from October 11 to the 
24th at the following locations:

• Carbon Valley Regional Library, Firestone 
• Centennial Park Library, Greeley 
• Erie Community Library, Erie 
• Farr Regional Library, Greeley 
• Fort Lupton Public and School Library, Fort Lupton 
• Glenn A. Jones, M.D. Memorial Library, Johnstown 
• Hudson Public Library, Hudson 
• Kersey Library, Kersey 

FOOD For Fines Returns!
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Haunted HabitationsHaunted Habitations
Whether we’re 
talking a city 
apartment, an 
impressive manor 
house, a suburban 
cookie cutter home, 
or a ramshackle 
abandoned house, 
we’ve got an example 
of one being haunted. 
Sink down into the 
creepiness, and if 
you read during the 
day to minimize 
nightmares, well… we 
won’t judge.

1. Kill Creek by 
Scott Thomas

Four masters of 
horror join an 
internet influencer at 
a supposed haunted 
house for a Halloween 
promotional stunt. 
Unfortunately, 
whatever dwells in 
the creepy Kansas 
house is awake and 
ready to bring these 
horror icons into its 
own haunted history. 

2. The Family Plot 
by Cherie Priest

If you combine 
architectural salvage 

(something like 
American Pickers) 
with a good haunting, 
you’ll end up with The 
Family Plot. A family 
salvage company 
wins the contract for 
an extensive estate, 
and to save money 
decides to stay in the 
empty house while 
they complete the 
work. It’s a decision 
they’ll come to regret. 

3. The Horrors of 
Fox Hollow Farm by 
Richard Estep with 
Robert Graves

Nonfiction fans 
can still join in the 
haunted fun! Fox 

Hollow Farm is a 
large house with 
extensive grounds 
that once belonged 
to Herb Baumeister 
– an Indiana man 
who killed at least 
eleven men, disposing 
of the remains 
on his property 
before fleeing his 
imminent capture 
and committing 
suicide. The new 
owner has since 
reported multiple 
signs that the farm is 
haunted, and hosted 
many paranormal 
investigations.  

4. The Moore House 
by Tony Tremblay

More of a house 
possession than a 
true haunting, The 
Moore House is not 
for the faint of heart. 
A Catholic priest and 
three empathic (and 
excommunicated) 
ex-nuns are brought 
in to investigate an 
abandoned house 
– and all manner 
of horrifying and 
stomach-turning 
events follow. 

5. The Apartment by 
S.L. Grey

When a South African 
couple experience 
a terrifying home 
invasion, they’re 
convinced to get away 
from it all through 
a house-swap with 
a Parisian couple. 
Nothing in the Paris 
apartment is as 
it seems, and the 
couple’s psyches 
begin to crack in this 
story of psychological 
terror published 
by the book arm 
of horror staple 
Blumhouse. 

6. The House of 
Small Shadows by 
Adam Nevill

Houses can be 
haunted by more 
than just ghosts, 
and we can’t think 
of much that’s more 
terrifying than the 
haunting happening 
in Red House. The 
décor in Red House 
is all shiny and 
red, down to the 
red stained-glass 

windows, which 
gives the whole thing 
the feel of a living 
body. Oh, and did we 
mention it’s filled with 
a dead taxidermist’s 
collection of puppets 
and dolls? 

7. Bedbugs by Ben 
H. Winters

If you’re predisposed 
to feel creepy crawlies 
on your skin, this 
may not be the book 
for you. A couple 
takes an apartment 
in a beautiful New 
York brownstone with 
rent to die for. Susan 
soon suspects that 
the house is crawling 
with bedbugs, but 

Haunted Habitations

http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2133606
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2133606
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1417943
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1417943
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2239422
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2239422
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2239422
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2239422
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2230922
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2230922
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1877475
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1877475
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1349047
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1349047
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1349047
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1263693
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1263693
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2133606
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1417943
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2239422
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2230922
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1877475
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1349047
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1263693
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no one else in the 
apartment seems to 
get bitten. This could 
just be the bedbug 
problem from hell… 

8. Ghosted by 
Joshua Williamson

If you’re a fan of a 
great heist story, 
but wish the stakes 
were even higher, 
this graphic novel 
series could be just 
the thing. A master 
criminal is broken 
out of jail with the 
help of an eccentric 
billionaire – who 
would like to be 
repaid by adding 
a real ghost to his 
collection. 

9. The Little 
Stranger by Sarah 
Waters

The literary crowd 
may recognize Sarah 
Waters as the author 
of Fingersmith and 

Tipping the Velvet, 
but may not realize 
she’s also dipped her 
toes into the haunted 
house waters. Dr. 
Faraday is the 
country doctor for 
the land surrounding 
decrepit Hundreds 

Hall – but even he 
can’t be sure if it’s 
truly haunted, or just 
suffering from the 
madness of the family 
residents. 

10. The Grip of It by 
Jac Jemc

If you’re a fan of 
the mind-bending 
strangeness of Mark 
Danielewski’s House 
of Leaves, you’ll want 
to try The Grip of It 
as well. The young 
couple at the center 
of the story are trying 
for a fresh start, 
but find only dread 
and terror in the 
rooms upon rooms 
upon rooms of their 
horrifying new home.

2020
By Salah McKloskey, Outreach Librarian

Come and join the High Plains Library District this 
October 31st at Riverside Park, Evans, for some Halloween 
fun! This year, the City of Evans Police and Recreation 
departments have decided to partner and combine their 
annual Trunk or Treat and Trick or Treat Down the Trail 
events. This single event will be held on Saturday, October 
31st from 10am to noon at Riverside Park, Evans. Bring 
your costumes and masks, and grab some treats from 
different booths and vehicles. Please be aware that we are 
restricting the amount of people at a booth/vehicle to two 
people at a time. We hope to see you there! 

Tickets and masks are required for entry. Tickets are free 
and must be picked up at the Evans Recreation Center. 

Tickets are limited and will be available until October 29th 
or until they run out, whichever comes first. 

Trick or Treat 
Down the Trail

http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1343269
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1343269
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1202664
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1202664
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1202664
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2016351
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2016351
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1343269
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1202664
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2016351
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Cult Movie Vault II:
Birdemic: Shock & Terror
You may recall that before High Plains Library District 
purchased its admin building, the building was a bank. 
You may recall, if you’ve seen any of the billion heist 
movies out there, that banks all have a vault inside. 
Long story short, when we bought our admin building, 
we bought a vault, too. One October evening in the 
vault, I found a bunch of cult movies. Yes, someone had 
purchased a whole bunch of cult films on DVD, 
Blu-Ray, and I even found purchase 
records for digital copies (I know, 
purchase records aren’t 
that spooky, but it’s 
2020, people. You 
can’t just find a box 
of spooky internet 
stuff in a vault) of 
some wonderfully cult 
movies. Inside the box I 
also found a note. It read 
as follows: 

Greetings. Congratulations 
on being cursed. Once you 
find this cult movie collection, 
you must watch every film, 
and you must pass them on to 
other people. 

Being a complete scaredy-cat, I 
skipped the part that normally 
comes next, the part where the 
skeptical guy ignores the chain 
letter and something terrible 
happens. I figured that instead of 
doing that, I’d just watch a movie. And 
then I could “pass it on” by telling you 
about it.

This month’s “film”: Birdemic: Shock and 
Terror

This movie, along with The Room and 
Fateful Findings, makes up the trifecta of good/
bad movies.

What is a good/bad movie? You’ll get a lot of different 
opinions on that, but here’s mine: A good/bad movie is a 
movie that is so ineptly made, but so earnestly made, that 
it’s entertaining. 

My first good/bad movie experience was one I made with a 
friend. This friend had a pretty good Batman costume, and 
I had a sports coat of my dad’s that I was willing to ruin 
completely by getting white makeup all over it, so with two 

costumes and a video camera, we had just 
about everything necessary to make a film 
to compete with Tim Burton’s Batman.

Some of the highlights include Batman 
being unable to unlock the Batcave/
backyard shed, and once he WAS able 
to do so, he refused to go in because 
there were wasps inside. Because we’d 
never made a movie before, we put it 
together without a script. Because 
it was the niftiest effect available 
at the time, every scene started 
and ended with a fade to white. 
In the stunning conclusion, 
Batman stabbed the Joker with 
an artificial hip (getting into 
why that was an available 
prop is a story for another 
article. Maybe an entire 
memoir), Joker fell down, 
his hat fell off with perfect 
comic timing, right in 
the middle of Batman’s 
dramatic speech about 
how Gotham was safe, 
and the film faded out 
briefly, only to fade 
back in on my tearful, 
youngest brother, 
who’d been left out of 

the production, saying, 
“I was the Key Grip.” I don’t 

really know what a Key Grip does, but 
I assume it involves more than saying, at the 

end of a movie, “I was the Key Grip.”

The first time we watched, excuse me, SCREENED 
our film, Batman (1991), we were horrified. Why didn’t 
anything on the screen turn out as we imagined it? Was 
it because the entire thing was filmed in broad daylight in 
a suburban backyard? Perhaps. Was it because we were 
children with no filmmaking experience? Very likely. Was it 
because we lacked a Key Grip? Entirely possible. 
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Was it because having the tools to make a movie and 
having ideas worth filming were two different things? 
Almost certainly. 

But over the years, this became a treasured film in our 
house. Because it was so inept, and at the same time, 
because we tried SO HARD, it was a true masterpiece. A 
masterpiece that was unfortunately lost when we filmed 
another, even more inept movie on the same tape. 

Which brings us to Birdemic.

Birdemic would be absolutely adorable if it was made 
by some grade schoolers whose primary filmmaking 
qualification was having one pretty cool costume.
As it is, Birdemic is a treat because it’s two inept movies 
slapped together. Maybe three inept movies. Maybe more. 
Less than five, but more than two, for sure.

The first movie is about…nothing. Not in a fun Seinfeld 
way. We see our hero, Rod, driving to work in what might 
be real time. This is VERY long and VERY boring, and it’s 
one of a few scenes that seem to be designed to pad out a 
movie to be feature length. Here’s a hot tip for filmmakers: 
If you’re going to pad out your movie so that it seems 
more legit, make sure that the shortness is the PRIMARY 
problem with the movie, and try to pad it out a little bit at 
a time, not by having a long, pointless sequence at THE 
VERY BEGINNING, the time when you’re trying to capture 
everyone’s attention!

A couple highlights from this first part of the film:

• Rod at work. One adorable thing in very low-budget 
movies is when someone has set up what is clearly a 
residence to look as close as possible to an office, police 
station, store, or bar. In this case, Rod sits behind cubicle 
walls, probably in his grandmother’s living room, that 
would appear to pen him in entirely. Picture a U-shape 
where the tips of the U connect to a wall. It’s not clear how 
Rod gets in and out of his cubicle. This is not mentioned or 
discussed by any character. They all act like it’s perfectly 
normal to work in an inescapable cubicle. Metaphor? I 
wouldn’t bet on it.

• In our first of a few environmental messages, we watch 
our hero discuss getting solar panels put on his house. 
For quite an extended period. You’d think, based on the 
rule of Chekov’s Gun, that these solar panels or the panel 
salesman would play some role later on in the movie. 
But no. We never see this salesman again, and solar 
panels have nothing to do with the movie. We just have a 
long, slow price negotiation for putting solar panels on a 
suburban home. All the excitement of watching your dad 
walk up and down the aisle at Home Depot to pick out a 
new push broom. For the record, I don’t have a problem 
with the environment, even though it’s been trying to kill 
humans for a LONG time. I’m a forgive and forget kind of 
guy. I think I agree with the messages in the movie (they 
aren’t super clear, so maybe I don’t), but imagine watching 

an Avengers flick and in the middle we have Thor talking 
to someone about xeriscaping his front yard for no reason 
whatsoever.

Let’s skip to the second movie, the movie about deadly 
birds:

Alfred Hitchcock pulled off something pretty magnificent 
when he made The Birds. He took creatures that are 
mostly scared of humans and made them seem like an 
actual threat. No small feat.

Birdemic also makes birds a threat, but they’re cheating. A 
lot. 

Birds suddenly and inexplicably manifest the ability to 
expel acid onto people. And, when they choose to, they 
can explode. Not in a poof of feathers, but actual fire and 
smoke explosions that’ll turn a person into dust.  

Which could be cool in a very Sharknado way, but part of 
the terribleness of Birdemic is that it’s a bird-based horror, 
and the birds look absolutely terrible. Not only are they 
badly computer-generated, the way they fly looks so wrong 
that it’s difficult to describe.
 
When you see a bird fly by the window, maybe a robin 
or a finch, it’s pretty quick. Birdemic birds sort of lazily 
hover, flapping their wings slowly but constantly. Not really 
gliding majestically, not really darting athletically. I know 
some birds hover in real life. But parrots? Crows? Are 
there HoverCrows out there that I’m not aware of? Quad-
Wing Parrots that move like drones?

I don’t want to make myself out to be an expert here, a 
regular Audobon. But I might know more about birds 
than the people who made a movie where “Bird” is 50% of 
the title. And I’ve made no effort to learn anything about 
birds. I can’t identify most birds. This is simply the result 
of being alive and seeing the occasional bird bathing in the 
gutter. 

The remainder of the movie is very pointless and fun. 
If you want to see a movie that feels almost like it was 
made by space aliens who read the Wikipedia article titled 
“Movies” and moved forward with no other knowledge 
about filmmaking, Birdemic is your jam.

You can catch Birdemic on Hoopla and stream it for free! 
You can also watch the Rifftrax version, and the sequel 
is there, too. But I’ll warn you now, you only get 4 Hoopla 
checkouts per month, and we can’t refund your checkouts, 
even if you watched something as bad as Birdemic. Believe 
me, I tried. I’m pretty sure Hoopla has a specific “Birdemic 
clause” in their contracts for exactly this reason.

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/10966754
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11673798
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11054771
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11054771
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After about 11 years with HPLD, Meagan has established 
herself as a reader’s advisory pro. If you’ve ever filled out 
a Personalized Reading List Request and gotten great 
suggestions for your next read, played along with our  
bi-weekly recommendations on Instagram, or if you’ve 
loved the recommended titles in our newsletter, Meagan  
is likely the person to thank. 

In honor of all her hard work behind the scenes, we’re 
profiling Meagan in our newsletter this month!

HPLD: eBooks versus print: What’s your hot take? 

Meagan: Books are books! There are advantages to 
both formats and reasons why someone would pick one 
over the other. When I’m reading in bed, I like physical 
books to get away from screens. When I’m traveling, 
I prefer eBooks so I can have a large selection at my 
fingertips, even if I’m a whole continent away from home. 
What really matters are the words and the story and the 
ideas. If you’ve got those, you’re golden! Just pick what 
works for you.

HPLD: Pick one spot anywhere to sit and read. Where 
are you? 

Meagan: I’m definitely in a shady spot on the South 
Bank of the Thames in London. Somewhere around 
Waterloo Bridge, if the weather is good. If it’s raining, I’d 
pop in to the British Film Institute café and read over tea 
(black tea with cream and sugar), or just browse the used 
book market beneath the bridge until the rain stopped.

HPLD: If there was a library yearbook, what would your 
“Most Likely To…” award be? 

Meagan: Most Likely to Suggest Too Many Books. 
Definitely.

HPLD: Your books at home: Arranged or just piled? And 
if they’re arranged, how? 

Meagan: I spent ten years as a bookseller, with all the 
employee discounts that go with that. As a result, I have… 
too many books. Let’s just go with “too many” so I’m not 
embarrassed. They started out arranged – fiction on most 
shelves, one set of shelves for nonfiction, and one set of 
shelves for all the small paperbacks I have. They aren’t 
alphabetized or anything, because that would just involve 
too much rearranging, and who has the time? The problem 
with book lovers is that books we’re excited about and 
want to own never stop coming out! I definitely don’t buy as 
much as when I actually worked in a bookstore, but I still 
buy. And as new books come in, they get put pretty much 
wherever I can find space. So now I have a giant mishmash 
of arranged and piled books. On the bright side, there’s 
always an exciting surprise whenever I browse my own 
collection!

HPLD: What sorts of work did you do before you were in 
libraries? 

Meagan: I was some sort of file clerk or receptionist 
all through high school and college, and then I spent 
almost ten years as a bookseller at Borders. (Rest in Peace, 
Borders.) I loved the books and I loved the readers, but I 
didn’t love the salesmanship. I moved into libraries so I 
could keep all the good stuff and ditch the sales!

HPLD: Recommend one thing to follow online (a 
channel, a Twitter, a blog, a podcast, whatever). 

Meagan: I feel like the obvious answer is the 
HPLD Instagram, so we can all talk about books on 
#WhatToReadWednesday, but I’ll try to choose something 
impartial… I really like @Costumesandcouture on 
Instagram for historical fashion and gorgeous photos of 
pretty gowns.

HPLD: A great documentary recommendation? 

Staff Profile:
Meagan Day

https://hpld.formstack.com/forms/personalized_reading_list
https://www.instagram.com/myhpld/
https://www.instagram.com/costumesandcouture/
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Meagan: Okay, hear me out. Whether or not you care 
at all about video games or video game competitions, you 
have to watch King of Kong: A Fistful of Quarters. I never 
thought I would get so invested in a Donkey Kong high 
score. Also, it includes one of the realest, most hilarious 
parenting moments ever put to film.

HPLD: Do you tour other libraries when you go out of 
town? 

Meagan: …Yes.  I’m a complete cliché. When I visited 
Stratford-upon-Avon (the birthplace of Shakespeare) 
I actually got a group photo with a bunch of librarian 
friends in front of the local library. We got some very 
strange looks, but also a great picture.

HPLD: Most interesting thing you’ve seen in the library 
lost and found? 

Meagan: Oh, this could go on for pages. Three of 
the best ones are car keys (how did they get home??), a 
walking cane (same question???), and an enormous stick. 
It was about five feet long, and as far as I could tell served 
no particular purpose.

HPLD: Classic book that you’re embarrassed to say 
you’ve never read? 

Meagan: I’m a big believer in not being ashamed of 
your reading, but a book I haven’t read, and that seems 
to shock people when they hear, is Fahrenheit 451. It just 
slipped right past me. I’ve also never read The Help, Where 
the Crawdads Sing, or Educated – and sometimes it feels 
like I’m the only one!

HPLD: I’ve often heard books left around the library 
called “orphans.” Can you come up with a name that’s a 
little less dramatic? 

Meagan: I say lean into the drama. Let’s call them 
“foundlings,” or “the abandoned.” “The unfortunate 
rejects!”

HPLD: What’s the most underused thing/service the 
library offers? 

Meagan: Our databases! The library subscribes to 
Consumer Reports, encyclopedias, international news 
sources, book recommendation databases, car repair 
resources, and so much more. Most of it is accessible from 
home with nothing more than a library card! Seriously, 
come see us. Let us introduce you to the wonder of 
databases!

HPLD: What’s something you’ve become really good at 
that you never anticipated needing to do in the library? 

Meagan: Pushing in chairs. It sounds like a joke, but 
it’s not. If there were an Olympic chair pushing event, 
I’d give anyone a run for their money. (I could have gone 

grosser, with 
tasks involving 
bodily fluids, but no 
one likes to talk about 
that…)

HPLD: What advice would you 
give to anyone who has aspirations 
of working in libraries? 

Meagan: The best thing you can 
bring to a career in libraries is curiosity. 
Libraries are all about questions and 
information and being interested in things. 
Learn about whatever interests you and bring 
it with you to the library. All the “Information 
Science” skills can be taught – but the real 
characteristics of a librarian are being curious 
and persistent. Even (maybe especially) about little 
things, or strange things. Oh – and you pretty much 
have to like people.

HPLD: What’s your charity of choice? 

Meagan: I lost my mom to cancer a few years ago, so 
most of my charity dollars go to the American Cancer 
Society and the American Liver Foundation.

HPLD: Memorable library/book experience from when 
you were young? 

Meagan: My first memory of a library was not the 
most satisfying! It was my elementary school library, and 
I remember finding a book about raccoons (I was obsessed 
with raccoons at the time) and taking it to the desk. The 
librarian there told me that the book was too advanced for 
me and refused to let me check it out unless I could prove 
that I could read it. So, I did. Take that, judgy librarian. 
On the bright side, as a librarian myself now I make sure 
to never keep books from interested kids!

HPLD: You’re working on the RUSA Reading List. Tell us 
more about that and about your hopes for it.

Meagan: The American Library Association has a 
lot of book awards and honors, some of the most famous 
being the Newbery and Caldecott Awards for children’s 
books. They also have a lot of awards you’ve probably 
never heard of, and the RUSA Reading List is most likely 
one of them. It’s a list of the best fiction for adult readers 
in eight genres: adrenaline, fantasy, historical fiction, 
horror, mystery, relationship fiction, romance, and science 
fiction. I’m currently one of the group of librarians reading 
hundreds of books for the list, which will be announced 
early in 2021. It’s my third year serving, and while it’s a 
lot of work I’m always so proud of the amazing books we’re 
able to find and share with readers across the country. In 
fact, I’m writing about it here just so more people will know 
about it and keep an eye out for it every year!

https://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1178824?lang=eng
https://www.cancer.org/involved/donate.html
https://www.cancer.org/involved/donate.html
https://liverfoundation.org/for-patients/donate-now/
https://rusaupdate.org/awards/the-reading-list/
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LIBRARIES  Visit www.MyLibrary.us/locations-and-hours for library hours

BOOK DEPOSITS

Administration & Support Services
2650 West 29th Street
Greeley, CO 80631 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Carbon Valley Regional Library
7 Park Avenue
Firestone, CO 80504
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Centennial Park Library 
2227 23rd Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Eaton Public Library
132 Maple Avenue
Eaton, CO 80615
(970) 454-2189

Erie Community Library
400 Powers Street
Erie, CO 80516
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Farr Regional Library
1939 61st Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Fort Lupton Public & School Library 
425 S. Denver Avenue
Fort Lupton, CO 80621 
(303) 857-7180

Glenn A. Jones, M.D. Memorial Library
400 S. Parish Avenue
Johnstown, CO 80534
(970) 587-2459

Hudson Public Library
100 S. Beech Street
Hudson, CO 80642
(303) 536-4550

Kersey Library
415 1st Street
Kersey, CO 80644
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Lincoln Park Library
1012 11th Street
Greeley, CO 80631 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Nantes Library
703 Birch Street
Gilcrest, CO 80623 
(970) 737-1035

Northern Plains Public Library
216 2nd Street
Ault, CO 80610 
(970) 834-1259

Outreach
2650 W. 29th Street
Greeley, CO 80631
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Platteville Public Library
504 Marion Avenue
Platteville, CO 80651
(970) 785-2231

Riverside Library & Cultural Center
3700 Golden Street
Evans, CO 80620
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Pierce Senior Center
321 Main
Pierce, CO  80650

Hill & Park Senior Center
4205 Yosemite Dr.
Greeley, CO 80634

Prairie View Senior Center
1151 Main St.
Hudson, CO  80632

Milliken Senior Center
1101 Broad Street
Milliken, CO 80543

Need one-on-one 
help? Book a  
librarian today.
Book a Librarian Appointments 
are free, one-on-one computer 
help sessions with tech specialists 
that are designed to answer all of 
your in-depth questions! They are 
available in English and Spanish. 

Visit MyLibrary.us/
services/#book_a_ 
librarian or call us at  
1-888-861-7323 to request  
an appointment.

PUBLIC COMPUTER CENTERS
Briggsdale Community 
Library
210 Main Street
Briggsdale, CO 80611

Milliken Public Computer 
Center
1109 Broad Street
Milliken, CO 80543 
(970) 660-5045

Evans Community Complex
1100 37th Street
Evans, CO 80620
(970) 475-1125

Nunn Town Hall
185 Lincoln Avenue
Nunn, CO 80648  
(970) 897-2385

AFFILIATED LOCATIONS
Hazel E. Johnson Research Center  
at the City of Greeley Museum
714 8th Street, Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 350-9220

Poudre Learning Center
8313 West F Street, Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 352-1267

http://www.mylibrary.us/locations-and-hours/
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