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I don’t know about you, but I sure 
am tired of all the good news 
coming with a bunch of “however” 
and “but” and “due to new 
restrictions.” So before we get to 
that, let’s celebrate a minute:

Libraries are once again open to 
the public!

Ah, that felt great. Like a breath 
I’ve been holding since...March?

Okay, now that we’ve got the good 
news, let’s get to the "However’s."

Let’s break this down into two sections. In the first section 
we’ll have the rules for library use. You’ll want to make 
sure and read over these because they’ll make your library 
trip quick and easy.

In the second section we’ll have some helpful guidance for 
people who want to stay as safe as possible while using 
the library. Some extra, optional precautions that we can 
provide. 

RULES AND LIBRARY USE
Hours:

All branches now have the same hours, and they are:

Monday – Thursday: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday/Saturday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday: 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Most libraries have the same hours they did pre-COVID, 
however Centennial Park and Farr Regional Library now 
have slightly shortened hours. This gives our staff the 
window needed to do more cleaning. 

Vulnerable Populations:

Following many of our friends in retail and grocery, we are 
reserving hours for vulnerable populations:

Tuesday and Thursday, 9am-10am.
 

Time Limit:

We are asking that patrons limit 
their library usage to a maximum 
of 1 hour per day. If you can be in 
and out more quickly, that helps 
us out a lot. 

Total Capacity:

We’re under capacity restrictions, 
based on each library’s square 
footage, that limit the number of 
people who can be in the building 
at once. If we reach the limit, we 
will have to do a one-in, one-out 

system where no new patrons will be allowed entry until a 
patron leaves. The capacity numbers are:

• Carbon Valley Regional Library – 30 patrons
• Centennial Park Library – 30 patrons
• Erie Community Library – 15 patrons
• Farr Regional Library – 50 patrons
• Kersey Library – 6 patrons
• Lincoln Park Library – 15 patrons
• Riverside Library and Cultural Center – 25 patrons

Services:

Not all services are available just yet.

Available Services:

• Computer use, limited to 1 hour per person, per day
• Printing/copying
• Faxing
• Holds pickup – both inside the library and via  
   curbside pickup
• Browsing
• Current magazine issues will be available to check out
• Restrooms will be open

Services Not Yet Available:

• Newspapers will not be available
• Self check-in will not be available 
• Most seating outside of computer areas will not  
   be available
• Study rooms and meeting rooms, both reservable and  

We're Open!
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   first-come, first-served, will not be available for  
   reservation or use
• All children's toys and manipulatives will be removed
• Speciality Checkout: This includes the checkout of  
   laptops, mifi units, telescopes, and state park passes
• Water Fountains

Masks 

We politely request that you wear a mask whenever you’re 
in library buildings. We can provide you with a mask if you 
don’t have one.

We will require masks for anyone who needs one-on-one 
service. If you need help anywhere but the service desk, 
for instance locating an item or help with any computer/
printer questions, you will have to wear a mask while 
you’re being helped. Even if it’s a quick question with a 
quick answer, you will be required to wear a mask. We can 
provide you with one if you don’t have one. 

Oftentimes people end up needing just a little help, even if 
they’re not planning on it, and wearing a mask whenever 
you’re in the library makes it easy for us to help quickly 
and efficiently so you can go about your day.

Grab and Go

We’re requesting that you use the library in a Grab and Go 
style. This is unusual for us, we normally love for you to 
sit, use the library for extended periods, and do your thing. 
But for now it’s extremely helpful if you can use the library 
in a quick and efficient manner. This helps us stay at or 
below capacity, which means everyone gets a chance to use 
the library.

Gatherings 

Gatherings, formal or informal, are not permitted. Please 
do not plan meet-ups of any kind at the library. 

Member Libraries

For info on member libraries, please contact those libraries 
individually. Different member libraries are planning 
different opening dates and procedures.

6-Foot Rule

Please stay 6 feet from anyone else in the building. 
Unfortunately, our aisles are not wide enough to 
accommodate two people passing by each other, so please 
access a shelf by making your way around to the other end 
of the aisle, or exercise patience if someone is in an aisle 
you’d like to access.

MAKING IT SAFER FOR EVERYONE
Now let’s talk about some other things you can do to help 
us keep library use and yourself as safe as possible. These 
are steps that go beyond the above rules. 

Curbside Pickup

Curbside service will continue, so if you don’t want to come 
in, you don’t have to. Our curbside hours have changed 
slightly, but other than that it’s business as usual for 
curbside pickup, and we welcome you to continue using 
this service. Check mylibrary.us/curbside for up-to-date 
details. 

Restrooms

Restrooms will be open, however we won’t be able to 
clean them between each use. We will keep handwashing 
supplies stocked, and if you notice anything running 
out, please inform staff. We are unable to enforce a 6-foot 
distancing in the restrooms, so please be mindful of others 
and how close you may be to someone else when using a 
restroom. 

Materials Quarantine

Materials that are checked in, either outside or inside, 
will be quarantined for 72 hours before being returned to 
the shelf. If you want to create an extra layer of safety, we 
suggest quarantining your items for 72 hours once you get 
them home.

Capacity

As you saw above, different libraries have very different 
capacities. This is not based on busyness but square 
footage. A less-busy library with a larger capacity will 
likely give you more room to distance yourself. 

Busiest Times

In summer, libraries tend to be busier than normal. The 
busiest days are usually Mondays and Tuesdays, however, 
because we have shorter hours on Sundays, they can be 
very busy as well. 

If you’re looking for a less busy time to visit the library, we 
can’t guarantee when that will be, but in the past a Friday 
afternoon has usually been quieter. 10 am on Saturdays, 
as well as Saturday afternoons, tend to be less busy. The 
first hour of opening also tends to be fairly quiet. Our busy 
times may have changed, so ask staff at your preferred 
library about the best times to come in.

Limiting Exposure

If you’re trying to limit your family’s exposure to outside 
environments, you can pick up someone else’s holds and 
manage their account so long as you bring their physical 
library card. So, if you would like to have one family 
member take care of all the family library business, make 
sure that person has all of the needed cards before they 
leave the house. 

http://mylibrary.us/curbside
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By Jeremy Moyer

With the warm Sun, pleasant weather, 
and amazing landscapes at our 
beck and call, summer in Colorado 
is an incredible time! One way to 
compliment your hike, art creation, 
or relaxation time comes in the form 
of your High Plains Library District 
libraries and the materials contained 
within.

Grab an audio book to keep you 
company on a hike through the 
Poudre Trail, and the miles will fly 
by. Listening to the wise words of Bob 
Ross as you get ready to paint some 
happy little trees will definitely set 
the mood for creating some amazing 

artwork. Meditating to the sounds 
of the rainforest will bring you both 
inner and outer peace as you seize  
the day.

But let’s not forget the most important 
part of summer…the Summer Reading 
Adventure!

This year our theme is “Imagine Your 
Story.” Imagine what you will do, what 
you will see, and who you will meet 
this summer. It’s okay to get excited. 
We certainly feel the excitement 
whenever we talk about this year’s 
Summer Reading Adventure!

Registration started in June, (if you 
haven’t registered, please do!) and 

our online programming started on 
June 29th (check it out at mylibrary.
us/sra). 

With our end date of August 16th, you 
still have plenty of time to complete 
our all-ages Summer Reading 
Adventure. Whether you are writing 
a letter to someone special or talking 
to a friend about a book you enjoyed, 
when you are finished, your local 
library is ready to reward you.

Regardless of your summer plans, we 
hope you have a fun and safe summer, 
and we can’t wait to see you turning 
in your reading logs and walking out 
with some cool prizes!

Summer Sun, Summer Fun,
Summer Reading

https://www.mylibrary.us/sra/
http://mylibrary.us/sra
http://mylibrary.us/sra
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By Kate Davis
Youth & Family Services Librarian
Fort Lupton Public & School Library

Summer Reading Adventure programming has begun! 
While we can’t hang out in person to practice Unicorn 
Yoga, hone our dragon slaying skills, or discover our inner 
wizards, we can still create magic together. 

HPLD created Summer Reading Take & Make kits to  
go along with three of our virtual programs so that you  
can sit down at your own Round Table and create along  
with us! 

Fairy Tales for Tots 

This kit provides supplies and instructions to plant a 
beanstalk, build and blow down some piggies' houses, 
test a princess with a pea, and create a royal crow. All 
activities help develop early literacy and STEAM skills.  
The virtual program premieres on August 3.  
(Recommended age: preschool.) 

My Family Tree

In My Family Tree you’ll find all kinds of activities 
designed to help you explore your family tree and get to 
know your ancestors. You can even decorate your very own 

family tree! The virtual program premieres on July 27. 
(Recommended ages: families)

Discover the Wizard in You

Get ready to Discover the Wizard in You through herbology, 
wand making, and potions. Create your own flying key, 
test your knowledge about a popular wizard and make a 
magical snack. The virtual program premieres August 10. 
(Recommended ages: teen)

Be sure to watch for the premiere of each activity on your 
library’s Facebook page so that you can learn fun facts, 
see the kit activities in action, and giggle at our staff’s 
royal antics! 

Take and Make kits are available online and in small 
quantities in libraries while supplies last. Just ask at the 
desk! Supplies are VERY limited, so please use the digital 
option if you can. 

We would love to see your Take & Make creations, so be 
sure to post photos on your library’s Facebook page or 
wherever you hang out online. Tag us @myhpld and you 
might just make your way to the spotlight in our End of 
Summer video!

Summer Reading 
Take & Make Kits

Jack and the  

Beanstalk - Jack 

trades Bessie, the cow, 

for magic beans and 

grows a giant  

beanstalk. Watch your 

own beanstalk grow! 

It won’t grow as tall as 

Jack’s and you won’t 

find a giant, a singing 

harp, and a goose who 

lays golden eggs but 

you will in the book. 

 

Science - Learn about how seeds grow into plants

Spread out 5 cotton balls on the bottom of a clear plastic 

cup. Tuck in 4 beans between the cotton balls and the 

side of the cup. Add enough water to soak cotton balls. 

Place the second cup on top and tape the rim to hold the 

two cups together. You just made a mini greenhouse! Your 

child will be able to watch their bean as it sprouts and 

grows into a bean plant. Add more water as needed.

 

The Three Little Pigs 

– The three little pigs 

set out to build their 

own houses. One house 

is with straw, one is 

with sticks and one is 

with bricks. The big 

bad wolf is determined 

to get into the pig’s 

houses, so he huffed 

and puffed to blow 

them down.  

Engineering – Learn 

about the weight and use of different materials

Which of the houses was he able to blow down? Find out 

for yourself! Pretend you are the pigs and build houses 

with the straw, sticks, and blocks. Then pretend you are 

the wolf as you huff and puff and try to blow down each 

house. Using the provided straw blow on each house. 

Which house moved easily with air from the straw? Which 

material was hardest to move? Why? 

 

The Princess and The 

Pea – Once upon a  

time a prince wanted  

to marry a real  

princess. How would he 

know if she was a real 

princess? One day a 

young lady knocked  

on the castle door 

claiming that she was a 

real princess. The King 

and Queen put her to 

the test. Only a true 

princess could pass 

this test! She slept on a giant stack of mattresses with a 

tiny pea tucked between them. If she feels the pea, she 

would prove that she was a true princess.  

Math – Learn about patterns

Have your child finish stacking the chenille strip  

mattresses on top of the pea. Follow the pattern that the 

Queen started for testing the Princess. Learning about 

patterns is fun but also a fundamental part of learning 

early math skills. The Frog Prince – A wicked 

witch turned the Prince into 

a frog and he must find the 

love of a princess to turn 

back into a Prince.

Art 

You’ve earned your crown! 

Color your crown to make 

it special and creative, just 

like you are!

Fairy Tales 

for Tots

STEAM Activities

My Family Tree

A Genealogy Workbook
www.MyLibrary.us
1.888.861.READ(7323)

© 2015 Emily Kowalski Schroeder • GrowingLittleLeaves.com 

Discover the

in You

Wizard

Take & Make Kit
www.MyLibrary.us
1.888.861.READ(7323)

https://youtu.be/2lwrqieSdhA
https://youtu.be/ZU8UphtYxyw
https://youtu.be/JKzzw6SNEXE
https://www.mylibrary.us/sra/
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&
By Victoria Boone
Collection Development Librarian

This strange quarantine time resulted in an epiphany for 
me: Books and shows kept me calm. I mean, they REALLY 
helped me cope. While talking to my family and friends I 
found out I was not alone. A lot of us have turned to books 
or movies to escape and make sense of all the uncertainty 
and unrest. As a librarian and book-pusher, I can’t tell you 
how happy this revelation makes me. 

However, upon reflection, I had another “Aha!” moment: 
Books and movies have been shaping my worldview and 
saving me my entire life. Sure, sure, I already knew this on 

some level. That is why 
I became a librarian in 
the first place. Reading 
is awesome. But I have 
a renewed appreciation 
on a deeper level for 
how often books and 
shows have been a 
literal turning point 
in my little life. I’m 
talking a 180-degree 
pivot in my way of 
thinking. Like when 
Dorothy steps into Oz 
and the world becomes 
full color. 

We’ve all experienced 
it. Some turning 
points were subtle (The 
Natural made you want 
to play baseball) or 
some more profound 
(Schindler’s List 

taught you the horrors of the Holocaust), but regardless 
of the depth of your reaction, the magic happened on the 
pages and on the screen. Allow me to share some personal 
examples: 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

This book explained prejudice to me in a way no one else 
had. Reading this as a young, shy girl, I learned it is okay 
to ask questions and talk about the difficult issues. Scout’s 

questions were my questions. Atticus, her father, was 
sitting on that porch talking to me. After that book I felt 
bolder about speaking my thoughts and asking questions. 
All thanks to Scout and Atticus’ relationship. 
 
Snow Falling on Cedars  

I learned for the first time about the Japanese Internment 
Camps in America. I was never taught that in school. 
I felt ashamed of my ignorance, but at least this book 
opened my eyes. More recently, the graphic memoir by 
George Takei, They Called Us Enemy, taught me about this 
experience more deeply.

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can’t 
Stop Talking

This book was the first time in my life I felt proud to be an 
introvert and the first time I felt that someone finally “got” 
me. 

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee

I read this book in college, forever changing my view of the 
American Indian and their history. A definite turning point 
in my life.

Horton Hears a Who 

A person’s a person, no matter how small. If you really 
think about it, this one book could change the world!

Fahrenheit 451

I grasped the vital importance of learning, thinking, 
reading. I am a librarian today in a large part because of 
this book.

Born a Crime

I recently finished listening to Trevor Noah’s memoir Born 
a Crime. I learned more about Apartheid and South Africa 
in that one book than in all my years at school. 

And let’s consider the screen. Some films and TV shows 
that were turning points for me: 

• I was a young lass watching M*A*S*H weekly with my 

Turning Pages 
Turning Points
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Dad. It opened my eyes to the sacrifice and struggles of the 
Korean war - and all wars. I re-watched this show during 
this pandemic and was reminded of the importance of 
humor and friendships in dealing with crisis.

• Jurassic Park. Dinosaurs are fascinating, 
but I didn’t know it until I saw the movie 
and read the book. Life will find a way!

• Roots – Wow! That original TV mini-series 
from 1977 turned my world upside-down. It 
was a pivotal moment in television history 
because contemporary Americans were 
emotionally and dramatically faced with the 
horrors of slavery. So powerful. 

• Mary Tyler Moore Show – Taught me 
as a young girl that it was okay to pursue 
a career. Yeah, I’m dating myself here, but 
all for the sake of making a point. Comedy 
shows can also transform.

• Philadelphia – Dramatized the ugliness 
of homophobia. Tom Hanks and Denzel 
Washington (two of my favorite actors) got my attention. 

• Reading Rainbow. For those of you familiar with the 
show, I don’t need to explain. I was a nerdy kid who loved 
books, and LeVar Burton affirmed and expanded my love 
for books.

These are only a few examples that pop into my mind. 
I could go on and on. How about you? What books or 
movies have transformed your worldview? Inspired you? 
Challenged you? Calmed you? Sure, there are plenty of 
books and movies that we enjoy for simple pleasure. Not 

everything has to be a giant life-changing 
lesson. But I didn’t read the books and 
watch the shows mentioned above so I could 
change my life. They were escapes and 
entertainment. And yet, upon reflection, 
they helped me on varying levels. So cool, 
almost like magic.

Recently, the books on anti-racism at 
High Plains Library District have exploded 
with requests and holds. This excites me 
because our communities are learning and 
changing, and books play an important 
role. Devouring books, films, and TV shows 
is part of the solution – whether they are 
fiction, nonfiction, documentaries, picture 
books, graphic novels, comedy, serious, 
“classic” or not. Doesn’t matter. We learn 
from it all. 

Read widely. Read deeply. Watch a variety of movies and 
shows. Stay safe and healthy, mentally and physically. Let 
the library help.
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When we do a storytime, we’re used to seeing smiling faces looking back at us! We miss the waves and 
greetings we get when you all come in to check out an armload of books! 

We’re collecting photos and videos that show HPLD making a positive impact in your communities. If you 
have a moment, send us a picture of your curbside pickup or the items that’ve kept you busy and happy 

while you’ve been stuck at home. We’d love a picture of your family cozying up for a movie night with an  
HPLD-provided movie. A peaceful moment reading on the porch. Whatever your style, and whether our 

impact is big or small, we want to see it!

Anything you have, post it and tag us online. We’re @myhpld on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

Want to show our staff some love?
Want to tell everyone you’ve got the  

best libraries in the world?
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2020
By Brittany Raines

The High Plains Library District’s Outreach Department 
spent June 20th, also known as World Refugee Day, 
resuming service to our immigrant and refugee 
communities through our International Neighborhood (IN) 
stops. We were able to provide walk-up service at Delta 

Park (1:30pm-2:30pm) and Union Colony Elementary 
School (4:00pm-5:00pm). We provided masks, distributed 
grab and go meals from the Weld County Food Bank, 
registered patrons for Summer Reading, distributed take 
and make Summer Reading activity kits, signed patrons 
up for library cards, and requested library materials for 
them. We will be at these stops every Saturday through 
August.

Preparing for this service was a team effort and required 
4 staff members to run our different stations and 1 
additional staff member to count patrons served and limit 
our area to 10 patrons at a time due to COVID-19. The 
current health emergency has required us to implement 
many new processes and procedures. We created a check-
in desk where we could welcome our patrons, hand out 
masks and explain our new structure. Our new structure 
included setting up a library boundary (which was created 

entirely by staff in our Outreach department), using sneeze 
guards at every station and using mobile quarantine kits 
to quarantine everything from pencils to Summer Reading 
registration forms. Green directional arrows assisted 
patron navigation through the stations. We also provided 
signage in over 9 languages to encourage social distancing 
and wearing of masks, signage available thanks to the 
CDC’s website.

The Outreach department was eager to start up our in-
person services to our community again after being closed 
for months due to COVID-19. We are grateful for our 
patrons that came out and engaged with our staff. We were 
even able to support and encourage a dream for a child 
who expressed a desire to work at the library when they 
grow up. 

We are also grateful for our community partners, 
Centennial BOCES and Union Colony Elementary School, 

who helped us advertise and promote our services and 
worked with us in the planning process. The success of 
this program is a community effort and allows the High 
Plains Library District to carry out our mission of Helping 
Build Community.

Celebrating
World Refugee Day
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LIBRARIES  Visit www.MyLibrary.us/locations-and-hours for library hours

BOOK DEPOSITS

Administration & Support Services
2650 West 29th Street
Greeley, CO 80631 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Carbon Valley Regional Library
7 Park Avenue
Firestone, CO 80504
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Centennial Park Library 
2227 23rd Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Eaton Public Library
132 Maple Avenue
Eaton, CO 80615
(970) 454-2189

Erie Community Library
400 Powers Street
Erie, CO 80516
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Farr Regional Library
1939 61st Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Fort Lupton Public & School Library 
425 S. Denver Avenue
Fort Lupton, CO 80621 
(303) 857-7180

Glenn A. Jones, M.D. Memorial Library
400 S. Parish Avenue
Johnstown, CO 80534
(970) 587-2459

Hudson Public Library
100 S. Beech Street
Hudson, CO 80642
(303) 536-4550

Kersey Library
415 1st Street
Kersey, CO 80644
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Lincoln Park Library
1012 11th Street
Greeley, CO 80631 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Nantes Library
703 Birch Street
Gilcrest, CO 80623 
(970) 737-1035

Northern Plains Public Library
216 2nd Street
Ault, CO 80610 
(970) 834-1259

Outreach
2650 W. 29th Street
Greeley, CO 80631
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Platteville Public Library
504 Marion Avenue
Platteville, CO 80651
(970) 785-2231

Riverside Library & Cultural Center
3700 Golden Street
Evans, CO 80620
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Briggsdale Library
42089 WCR 70
Briggsdale, CO 80611

Pierce Senior Center
321 Main
Pierce, CO  80650

Hill & Park Senior Center
4205 Yosemite Dr.
Greeley, CO 80634

Prairie View Senior Center
1151 Main St.
Hudson, CO  80632

Milliken Senior Center
1101 Broad Street
Milliken, CO 80543

Need one-on-one 
help? Book a  
librarian today.
Book a Librarian Appointments 
are free, one-on-one computer 
help sessions with tech specialists 
that are designed to answer all of 
your in-depth questions! They are 
available in English and Spanish. 

Visit MyLibrary.us/
services/#book_a_ 
librarian or call us at  
1-888-861-7323 to request  
an appointment.

PUBLIC COMPUTER CENTERS
Briggsdale Library
42089 WCR 70
Briggsdale, CO 80611

Milliken Public Computer 
Center
1109 Broad Street
Milliken, CO 80543 
(970) 660-5045

Evans Community Complex
1100 37th Street
Evans, CO 80620
(970) 475-1125

Nunn Town Hall
185 Lincoln Avenue
Nunn, CO 80648  
(970) 897-2385

AFFILIATED LOCATIONS
Hazel E. Johnson Research Center  
at the City of Greeley Museum
714 8th Street, Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 350-9220

Poudre Learning Center
8313 West F Street, Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 352-1267

http://www.mylibrary.us/locations-and-hours/
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