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Good news! HPLD locations have 
started curbside pickup.

In very basic terms, this means 
you can request items, set an 
appointment, and pick them up at 
your library. Find the details here. 

Okay, it’s not as lovely as walking in, 
smelling that awesome book smell, 
browsing shelves, and interacting with 
the wonderful staff in our libraries. 
But it’s a first step to getting libraries, 
and other things, back to normal. 

So, we thought that we’d provide you 
a few tips that would help you make 
a curbside pickup experience as 
wonderful as possible. 

TIP 1: Say Hi To Your Library 
Friends

You won’t have any contact with 
staff when you make a pickup, and 
please help us keep everyone safe by 
leaving staff to go about their work if 
you happen to see them outside the 
building. But you can still give them 
a shoutout. Hit us up on Facebook 
or, better yet, tag us on Instagram 
(@myhpld) enjoying your items. Let 
everyone working hard see that their 
efforts are making your day. Show us 
your movie nights, show us your  

at-home storytimes. 

TIP 2: Queue Up Some Sweet Jams

Maybe you’re in an apartment 
and trying to be courteous to your 
neighbors, or maybe the other people 

you live with don’t appreciate the 
greatness of, say, Ronnie James 
Dio. Your drive over to the library is 
a chance to really rock out like the 
Rainbow in the Dark you are! Pro tip: 
You can download songs FREE on 
Freegal.

TIP 3: Patience Is A Virtue

My grandma used to say this all the 
time, and as was the case with most 
things, she was right on the money. 
It might take us a little longer to get 

your holds pulled, transferred to your 
pickup location, and to get a pickup 
scheduled. Please be patient. 

TIP 4: Lists Are Your Friend

People don’t use the List function in 
our catalog all that often, and you’re 
missing out! When you’re looking 
up items in the catalog, under the 
“Request It” button, you’ll see a little 
handbasket. Click on it to add items 
to your cart. Then, when you’re done 
browsing, you can go to your cart and 
add items to your List. Your List is a 
way to keep track of items that you 
want eventually, but not right now. 
Spend some time browsing, decide 
what you want now, and put the rest 
on your list for next time. 

TIP 5: The Library Experience

Once you get your items home, set 
them up, front facing, around the 
house. You know how you can watch 
a cooking show and get hungry? The 
same thing applies to books, movies, 
and music. Set everything up so you 
see it a few times every day, and by 
the time you get a chance to pick up 
that book, you’ll be ready to read.

Announcing
Curbside Pickups

http://www.mylibrary.us/curbside
https://www.mylibrary.us/stream-and-download/#1482341064245-d9b3c1b9-b061
https://www.mylibrary.us/stream-and-download/#1482341064245-d9b3c1b9-b061


3 8 8 8 . 8 6 1 . 7 3 2 3   ·   w w w . m y l i b r a r y . u s   ·   H i g h  P l a i n s  L i b r a r y  D i s t r i c t   ·   M a y  2 0 2 0  n e w s l e t t e r

Rebecca Smith
Library Associate
Farr Library 

You’re never fully dressed without 
your…mask! Really? Yes, really. 
Donning a mask each day is part 
of a new universal norm. Masks 
have typically been associated with 
Halloween costumes and medical 
attire. Over the past several weeks 
we’ve been challenged to reframe 
our thoughts about masks. They 
have become a necessary part of our 
daily routine in an effort to protect 
ourselves and others. The masks cover 
most of our faces, yet fortunately leave 
our eyes exposed. 

This got me thinking about how 
much our eyes communicate. It 
has been said that the eyes are the 
windows to the soul. Our dog, Fozzie, 
has the most expressive eyes. He 
communicates with his eyes more 
often than he does with his “voice.” 
His eyes tell me when he’s happy, sad, 
hungry, and tired. We’ve been together 
for a number of years and have had 
many conversations with our eyes.

I bring this up because people are 
needing to wear masks throughout 
a large portion of their days. We will 
be looking into each other’s eyes and 
communicating a great deal with 
them. We still have our voices aiding 
in our conversations, but the masks 

hide our mouths and slightly muffle 
our voices. 

In my opinion, wearing a mask feels 
strange and even suffocating at times. 
Yet, our exposed eyes will aid in our 
communication with one another. 
Hopefully, wearing the masks will feel 
more comfortable over time and people 
will remain healthy. 

Thank you to all of the creative 
helping hands that have stitched 
hundreds of masks together in an 
effort to protect our community. Wear 
your mask proudly, and may your 
eyes stay bright. 

The crew at Carbon Valley Regional Library is masked and ready for curbside pickups.

MASKS
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For many people, the month 
of May represents warmer 
days, blooming flowers, and 
the hope of summer. For those 
of us who prefer the chilliness 
of fall, though, May offers a 
different landmark: Halfway to 
Halloween. That’s right, boos 
and ghouls, we’re a mere six months 
away from the spookiest of holidays. If 
you, like me, count Halloween among 
your most favorite days, here are 
some options to keep you terrified ‘til 
October! 

Meddling Kids by Edgar Cantero

Our first title is for the horror fan 
who loved those Saturday morning 
cartoons. Imagine the Scooby-Doo 
crew, but all grown up – and haunted 
by what they’ve seen. This mix of 
humor, horror, and nostalgia is a 
perfect midpoint read for Halloween 
fans. And they would’ve gotten away 
with it, too! If it weren’t for those 
meddling kids. Get it here!

Parasite by Mira Grant

If you prefer your horrors a little more 
horrifying, don’t miss this one. This 
is the first in a series, and not for the 
faint of heart. Don’t believe me? One 
word – tapeworms. Ewwww.  
Ebook 
Audiobook

Locke & Key 

Comic lovers can get in on the 
Halloween action, too! Joe Hill, known 
for his relationship to famous dad 
Stephen King but a master of scares 
in his own right, has written plenty 
of novels and comics to inspire your 
nightmares. May we recommend 

starting with Locke & Key? It’s so 
good that even Netflix got in on the 
action! (Although we still prefer the 
books. Naturally.) Get it here!

In The Valley of the Sun by Andy 
Davidson

Most of the time when we think 
horror, we think dark, cold, and 
shadowy. If you want to switch it up 
with some sun-blasted desert heat 
(and monsters), try In the Valley of the 
Sun by Andy Davidson. Sometimes it’s 
scarier to see the bad thing coming. 
Get it here!

The Sorrow by Jonathan Janz

Jonathan Janz isn’t quite a household 
name, but those of us who read 
horror regularly can’t help but know 
who he is. If you’re looking to explore 
scary stories past the big names like 
Stephen King, Jonathan Janz is a 
good place to start. (This is also a 
great choice for fans of haunted house 
stories!) Get it here!

Trollhunter

If your taste for terror runs more to 
film than books, well we’ve got you 
covered there too. Trollhunter is a 
documentary-style Norwegian movie 
that puts its wilderness setting to 
good use. A perfect choice for found-
footage and monster movie fans! 
Watch it here!

The Host

Anyone who tells you that 
horror is where real directors 
go to end their careers hasn’t 
seen The Host, by Academy 
Award-winner Bong Joon-
ho. Before he made headlines 

with Parasite, he made this exciting 
monster movie about a river monster 
terrorizing a city. Watch it here!

Tragedy Girls

Tragedy Girls is the movie for fans of 
true crime blogs and murderous high 
schoolers. This has classic slasher 
scares mixed with a few laughs! 
Watch it here!

Southbound

Southbound combines several 
connected stories with some truly 
creepy visuals. If the thought of 
being hunted by the supernatural 
on a neverending highway gives you 
goosebumps, this could be the scary 
story for you. Watch it here!

50 Classic Horror Film Themes

Finally, if you want to indulge in a 
little spooky atmosphere without 
inviting nightmares, you might want 
to set the scene with a little music. 
You can get the chills with 50 Classic 
Horror Film Themes without actually 
inviting too-scary images into your 
memory! Listen Here!

HALFWAY to

Halloween

https://highplains.overdrive.com/media/3108736
https://highplains.overdrive.com/media/1260355
 https://highplains.overdrive.com/media/1372659
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11342561
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12357428
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12271124
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11049556
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11049535
https://highplains.kanopy.com/video/tragedy-girls
https://highplains.kanopy.com/video/southbound
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/10934305
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Because we’re half-way to Halloween, we decided it’s time 
to reveal a secret that’s been haunting us for a long time. A 
secret more stunning than one of those gizmos that shoots 
out the electric prongs and knocks a guy down. A secret 
more electrifying than…also one of those gizmos that 
shoots out the prongs and knocks a guy down. Apparently 
those things really captured my imagination. 

The following account is based on real events. Very loosely 
based. 

You may recall that before High 
Plains Library District purchased 
its admin building, the building was 
a bank. You may recall, if you’ve 
seen any of the billion heist movies 
out there, that banks all have a 
vault inside. Long story short, when 
we bought our admin building, we 
bought a vault, too. 

It mostly held supplies. Printer 
paper, empty 3-ring binders (those 
things seem to just multiply on 
their own in an office setting). 
But then, one October evening, I 
went in there to fetch up some hole 
reinforcements. You know, those 
little donut stickers you put on a 
piece of paper you punched holes 
in because the holes are now too 
intense. Isn’t it amazing? Some 
inventor made a 3-hole punch. They 
sold us, basically, holes in paper. 
Then some other inventor invented 
a hole reinforcer because sometimes 
you want a hole in a paper, but not 
THAT big a hole. 

And when I went into the vault, the lights flickered. There 
was a chill in the air. Which is weird because there’s not 
much of a weather system inside a vault. Not a good cross-
breeze going there. Inside the vault, I did not find the hole 
reinforcements I was looking for. By the way, this is where 
the “based” part of “based on real events” becomes very 
important. 

What I found was a bunch of cult movies.

Yes, someone had purchased a whole bunch of cult films 
on DVD, Blu-Ray, and I even found purchase records for 
digital copies (I know, purchase records aren’t that spooky, 
but it’s 2020, people. You can’t just find a box of spooky 

internet stuff in a vault) of some wonderfully cult movies. 
Inside the box I also found a note. It read as follows:

Greetings. Congratulations on being cursed. Once you find 
this cult movie collection, you must watch every film, and 
you must pass them on to other people. 

“Pfft, so a ripoff of The Ring?” I said. 

I read on:

No, nothing like The Ring. Forget The 
Ring. This is totally different. 

Watch all the films. Pass them onto 
others. Or else your fate…is sealed.

Being a complete scaredy-cat, I 
skipped the part that normally 
comes next, the part where the 
skeptical guy ignores the chain 
letter and something terrible 
happens. I figured that instead of 
doing that, I’d just watch a movie. 
And then I could “pass it on” by 
telling you about it, getting you 
excited to see for yourself. 

The first movie from HPLD’s Cult 
Movie Vault: The Gate

First things first, The Gate has a 
55% score on Rotten Tomatoes, 
which just goes to show that 
nobody over there knows what 
they’re talking about. Besides, who 
talks about tomato freshness as a 
percent? A movie that’s 75% fresh is 
pretty good, but I don’t think I’d be 

all that keen on a tomato that’s 25% rotten. I think, with 
tomato freshness, it’s kind of pass/fail. 

The Gate is about a couple of young boys, one being your 
generic 80’s kid played by Stephen Dorff in his first film 
role, just a decade shy of starring in the amazing Space 
Truckers, a Stuart Gordon flick that has an 8% on Rotten 
Tomatoes. Now, see, does a tomato that’s 92% rotten do 
anybody any good?

The other 80’s kid is a strange cross between a nerd, sort 
of like Paul from The Wonder Years, and a metalhead. It’s a 
weird dichotomy, and it totally works in a very 1980’s way. 
The two boys, through a series of events, end up opening 
up a GATE to, um, heck, and little demon guys crawl out 

Cult Movie Vault
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and run around in some true practical effects glory. It’s 
hard to say for certain, but it looks like a mix of stop-
motion animation and some pretty gnarly rubber suit 
action. The demon guys are almost adorable. Almost. 

Sometimes people ask about scary movies that bridge that 
gap between childhood and adulthood. The kids might be 
a little old for The Great Pumpkin, but they’re not ready for 
Saw. You’d think there’d be a pretty good set of movies in a 
gap that wide, but you’d be mistaken.

The Gate might be the right movie for some kids. Not all 
kids, and you should check out the parental warnings 
on IMDB before you show this one to your kids. There’s 
some mild terror and a few choice words, especially some 
words that were common in the 80’s, when The Gate was 
made, that we avoid these days. Oh, and warning, there’s 
a dead dog in this picture. It’s come to my attention that 
you can throw a kid down a well in a movie, set an elderly 
woman on fire, but if a dog is (fictionally) endangered in a 
movie, you’d better think carefully before recommending 
it. Hot tip: there’s a web site called Does The Dog Die? 
that provides, well, the exact information on movies you’d 
expect from the site’s name. 

If you’ve got a soft spot in your heart (and your logical 

mind because the plot on this one is almost completely 
nonsensical) for movies like Monster Squad or Mac & 
Me, bizarre blips that didn’t quite make it but still offer 
memorable moments, this one might be right up your alley. 
In fact, my suggestion is you just sit down and watch it 
yourself. If you’ve never seen it, it’ll take you back to the 
days when you might watch something on Monstervision, 
find a hidden gem, and then spend years of pre-internet 
time trying to figure out just what in the world you were 
watching. Pop some popcorn, settle in, and if you’re not 
digging it, skip to the end because it’s pretty spectacular, 
and if you ask me, you don’t really need all that story 
getting in the way of the action.

You can get The Gate from your library on DVD, Blu-Ray, 
or you can stream it right now using Hoopla. 

Any movie review column worth its salt has to come up 
with a rating system, like “5 library cards out of 6” or some 
clever, on-theme thing. I’m giving this 2 out of a 3 possible 
library renewals. I’d watch this more than once if I checked 
it out. Okay, it’s not a great review system. But it makes at 
least as much sense as comparing movies to grocery store 
produce.

Next review: Birdemic: Shock and Terror. 
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When we do a storytime, we’re used to seeing smiling faces looking back at us! We miss the waves and greetings we get 
when you all come in to check out an armload of books! 

We’re collecting photos and videos that show HPLD making a positive impact in your communities. If you have a 
moment, send us a picture of your curbside pickup or the items that’ve kept you busy and happy while you’ve been 

stuck at home. We’d love a picture of your family cozying up for a movie night with an HPLD-provided movie. A peaceful 
moment reading on the porch. Whatever your style, and whether our impact is big or small, we want to see it!

Anything you have, post it and tag us online. We’re @myhpld on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

Want to show our staff some love?
Want to tell everyone you’ve got the best 

libraries in the world?

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0093075/parentalguide?ref_=tt_stry_pg
https://www.doesthedogdie.com/
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2215241?lang=eng
http://hpldencore.mylibrary.us/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2232065?lang=eng
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11839724
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/10966754
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The High Plains Library District 
Foundation is proud to announce the 
2020 Writer in Residence! 

Joshua Collier was selected by a 
volunteer committee to serve as the 
Foundation’s fifth Writer in Residence. 
Joshua will use the nine-month 
residency to create a book that 

encourages growth in STEM through 
engaging characters, historical 
relevance, and STEM projects that 
can be done at home. 

Joshua Collier has lived in Colorado 
since he was a toddler. Growing up 
with innovative educators as parents, 
he had a never-ending stream of 
opportunities to learn through hands-
on projects and adventures. This 
inspired both his creative expression 
and his desire to learn how everything 
works. These strengths continued 
to intertwine as he pursued his 
education and career.
 
After completing his master’s degree 
in Communication and the Arts with 
a focus on directing cinema and 
TV, he has primarily expressed his 
creativity through video, graphics, 
and photography. Joshua’s desire 

to perpetually learn evolved into 
a mission to inspire that same 
mindset of exploration and awe in 
our community’s youth. He taught 
as a STEM teacher, coaches robotics 
teams, runs after school programs 
and summer camps, and assists his 
parents in bringing STEM-focused, 
project-based learning to Kenya and 
Zambia. 

Joshua’s book will follow three 
friends and their unexpected 
adventure with a mysterious time 
traveler. A combination of Doctor 
Who and The Magic School Bus, 
this journey will test the characters’ 
ability to investigate, problem solve, 
and work as a team as they jump 
through history attempting to stop 
a mischievous adversary. The book 
will include STEM-centered solutions 
and facts while inspiring youth to see 
every problem as a chance to learn 
and overcome. 

Joshua’s goal for his project is 
to further develop youth STEM 
programs throughout our community 
and encourage a growth mindset 
to combat the stereotypes, labels, 
and ever-increasing attack on our 
children’s hopes, dreams, and vision 

for the future: “I want my boys, 
and all our youth, to have every 
opportunity to reach for the stars,” 
Joshua says. The main characters 
face challenges threatening today’s 
youth, and they overcome the 
stereotypes and dilemmas that try 
to hold them back, such as a young 
problem-solver who dreams of being 
an inventor but has been told he must 
leave the rural life he loves and move 
to a city to accomplish his dream.

The Writer in Residence program 
was established by the High Plainis 
Library District Foundation and is 
funded by community donors. The 
goal of the program is to support the 
creative process of one Weld County 
writer over a nine-month period while 
they complete a manuscript with 
the intent to publish. The resident 
works with HPLD Librarians to design 
library programs and share their 
project with the community. The 
program is part of the District’s larger 
vision to help build communities. 

For more information about the Writer 
in Residence, as well as updates on 
Joshua’s project and his upcoming 
library programs, visit mylibrary.us/
writer-in-residence. 

Writer in Residence

http://mylibrary.us/writer-in-residence
http://mylibrary.us/writer-in-residence
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AFFILIATED LOCATIONS
Hazel E. Johnson Research Center  
at the City of Greeley Museum
714 8th Street, Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 350-9220

Poudre Learning Center
8313 West F Street, Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 352-1267

LIBRARIES  Visit www.MyLibrary.us/locations-and-hours for library hours

PUBLIC COMPUTER CENTERS

BOOK DEPOSITS

Administration & Support Services
2650 West 29th Street
Greeley, CO 80631 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Carbon Valley Regional Library
7 Park Avenue
Firestone, CO 80504
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Centennial Park Library 
2227 23rd Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Eaton Public Library
132 Maple Avenue
Eaton, CO 80615
(970) 454-2189

Erie Community Library
400 Powers Street
Erie, CO 80516
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Farr Regional Library
1939 61st Avenue
Greeley, CO 80634
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Fort Lupton Public & School Library 
425 S. Denver Avenue
Fort Lupton, CO 80621 
(303) 857-7180

Glenn A. Jones, M.D. Memorial Library
400 S. Parish Avenue
Johnstown, CO 80534
(970) 587-2459

Hudson Public Library
100 S. Beech Street
Hudson, CO 80642
(303) 536-4550

Kersey Library
415 1st Street
Kersey, CO 80644
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Lincoln Park Library
1012 11th Street
Greeley, CO 80631 
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Nantes Library
703 Birch Street
Gilcrest, CO 80623 
(970) 737-1035

Northern Plains Public Library
216 2nd Street
Ault, CO 80610 
(970) 834-1259

Outreach
2650 W. 29th Street
Greeley, CO 80631
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Platteville Public Library
504 Marion Avenue
Platteville, CO 80651
(970) 785-2231

Riverside Library & Cultural Center
3700 Golden Street
Evans, CO 80620
1-888-861-READ(7323)

Briggsdale Library
42089 WCR 70
Briggsdale, CO 80611

Milliken Public Computer 
Center
1109 Broad Street
Milliken, CO 80543 
(970) 660-5045

Evans Community Complex
1100 37th Street
Evans, CO 80620
(970) 475-1125

Nunn Town Hall
185 Lincoln Avenue
Nunn, CO 80648  
(970) 897-2385

Briggsdale Library
42089 WCR 70
Briggsdale, CO 80611

Pierce Senior Center
321 Main
Pierce, CO  80650

Hill & Park Senior Center
4205 Yosemite Dr.
Greeley, CO 80634

Prairie View Senior Center
1151 Main St.
Hudson, CO  80632

Milliken Senior Center
1101 Broad Street
Milliken, CO 80543

http://www.mylibrary.us/locations-and-hours/
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